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s we all know, time seems to go by

at an ever-increasing rate and, with

that in mind, our great celebrations
in 2017 are not that far away. Just think, as
the Mother Grand Lodge of the world, we
will be the first Grand Lodge to reach three
hundred years — what a fantastic milestone.

On this subject I want to address a point
of huge significance. The Pro Grand Master
in his last Quarterly Communication speech,
which you can read in this issue’s Senior
Insights, stressed that this ‘once in a lifetime’
opportunity to celebrate the occasion is
for everyone. It is quite simply the members’
celebration. To that end we will be working
tirelessly with the Provinces and Districts to
make this a memorable experience for us all.
Our magazine continues to go from

strength to strength and this is supported
by a recent online readership survey. We
were particularly impressed that forty-six
per cent of our readers’ wives and partners
are now enjoying the magazine. I have also
just heard that Freemasonry Today has
been shortlisted for an award by an external
body as a membership magazine that has

WELCOME

- made the most progress for its readers.
- This is fantastic news.

In this issue, we find out about brethren
who are inspiring communities, challenging
preconceptions and contributing to society.

Paralympian and conqueror of Kilimanjaro,
. Jon Amos explains why he keeps his trophies

in the loft and how he fits Freemasonry
around his busy schedule. We fly back to

. the Second World War to find out how
Squadron Leader, mason and secret hero

Jerry Fray played a covert but hugely
important role in photographing the

. destruction wrought by the Dambusters.
- We explain why RMBI homes are now using
. pioneering techniques that focus on the

quality of life for someone with dementia.
And we go along to the ihelp finals to report

. on how Buckinghamshire Freemasons are
. giving young people the chance to show they

care about the communities they live in.
I hope you enjoy the issue and that you and

. your families have a wonderful festive season.

g Nigel Brown
: Grand Secretary

freemasonrytoday.com
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NEWS AND VIEWS

NEWSEVIEWS

Out and about on planes, trains, boats, bikes and tanks

GUERNSEY
HOME HELP

Guernsey Cheshire Home

. (GCH) received a donation
: of £37,500 towards running
costs from Guernsey and

: Alderney masons. Jurat

Tommy and the Prime Minister
in the Downing Street garden

' Stephen Jones, chairman
of the home, expressed

. his gratitude to Provincial
Grand Master David
Hodgetts, saying it was

¢ amagnificent contribution
to the annual running costs,
none of which are state-

: funded. GCH provides

: specialist care with a family
atmosphere, and the funds
were raised in the islands

: solely from within masonry,
aided by a grant from The

| Freemasons’ Grand Charity.

: The donation to GCH

took place at the Masonic

Centre, St Martin's

| SAYING
. IT WITH

qusing funds, and his chari’ry’s for the Blind charity box. Tommy, whose mother
. R lodge is Castrum, No. 7603, lost his sight at the age
proﬁle, Tommy took his collechng of 47, but this remarkable mason travels around

box to meet the Prime Minister. London to attend lodge meetings. He is a member

of several lodges and learns the ceremonies with
When blind London mason Tommy Mulholland the aid of a hand-held voice recorder. Tommy uses
went to Downing Street fo meet Prime Minister public fransport to journey through the capital on
David Cameron there was one thing he was not his own, and as well as his charity work he remains
going without - his precious Greater London Fund an active director of a building company.

: FLOWERS

Freemasonry in the
Community was at work
: when Harpenden Lodge
: and St Nicholas Lodge
(named after the parish
church) sponsored one

. of the many flowerbeds
that adorn this attractive

: Herffordshire town. The

continued contribution

. ofthe local lodges is

WORSHIP IN WARWICK

A masonic procession to the Annual lodge in Warwickshire was vicar at
Church Service of the Provincial the church. The present vicar, the
Grand Lodge of Warwickshire took Rev Dr Vaughan Roberts, welcomed
place at the Collegiate Church of St everyone to the service during which
ol i\" Mary, Warwick, where people have representatives of the Jewish, Sikh,
‘ vl . worshipped for nearly 1,000 years. Islamic, Hindu and Christian faiths
™ The church’s association with offered thoughts and blessings relating

Warwickshire Provincial Grand

Master David M led th
chCLSr((:akr\ p(r]c;lcl:essigﬁey —C as 1728 when the Master of the first theme of Brotherly Love and Charity.

Freemasonry dates back at least as far ~ to the multi-denominational service’s

acknowledged in the
¢ plaque within the display.

A flowerbed thanks to
two Hertfordshire lodges




FUNDRAISING ON WATER

Bassetlaw masons, led by Neil Airey of Worksop Priory Lodge,

No. 7443, brought together 12 charity stewards and volunteers
from lodges meeting at Worksop and Retford to raise funds for two
charities in north Nottinghamshire.

A swimathon took place at Worksop College prior to the annual
Rose Croix service in the college chapel, which was broadcast live by
hospital radio Trust AM. Roy Collard, headmaster of Worksop College,
generously enabled the fundraisers to use the swimming pool without
charge and Fran Lacey, director of Worksop Swimstars, provided
lifeguards and voluntary support.

Registered charities benefitting from this inaugural event are staffed
by volunteers at Bassetlaw Hospital. They are the League of Friends of
Bassetlaw Hospital and Trust AM, the hospital radio that broadcasts to
patients and staff at the hospital and Doncaster Royal Infirmary. Both
charities will receive donations exceeding £5,500.

I\/\ISSOURI SEES ENGLISH DEGREES

Jim Morris of St Clair Lodge, No. 24, in Belleville,
Illinois — resulted in a trip by English masons

to St Louis, Missouri, that involved four degree
demonstrations in 10 days. Members of five

London lodges, three from Essex, and one each from
American hosts (rear, | for) Jim West Kent and Cambridgeshire, formed the nine-
Morris, Ty Treutelaar and Jeff strong demonstration team. One demonstration
Parrotte with demonstration team i R R R

was held in St Louis and three in Belleville.

Three years of planning — following a suggestion by

Dk

NEWS AND VIEWS

| TAKING THE HOSPITAL
1O THE PATIENT

Somerset and Dorset Freemasons have each

¢ presented the local Air Ambulance with a grant
. of £4,000 from The Freemasons’ Grand Charity,

¢ part of the total of over £1 million donated by the
: charity since 2007, providing funding to every

Air Ambulance in England and Wales.

On average, an emergency Air Ambulance

takes off every 10 minutes in the UK, reaching

: people as quickly as possible to help save lives.
Air Ambulances operate almost entirely from

i donations from charities such as The Freemasons'’
Grand Charity, as well as from the general public.

Justin Martin, speaking on behalf of both

¢ Provinces, said: ‘Air Ambulances across the

: country play such a vital role in taking the
hospital fo the patient, saving precious time
and consequently saving lives. We are proud
to provide this further support.’

: A GOOD CATCH

Members of Flyfishers’ Lodge, No. 9347, and Saint
Oswald Lodge, No. 850, from Ashbourne in Derbyshire,

: used their annual competition to launch a wheelyboat
for disabled anglers. The funding was raised by both
Derbyshire and Leicestershire masons, along with the
¢ Peter Harrison Foundation and Derbyshire Community
Foundation. The boat was launched by Derbyshire

¢ Provincial Grand Master Graham Rudd. Ben Hodgson,
: principal of Carsington Sports & Leisure, said: ‘We'd
like to thank the Freemasons. They expected a five-
year campaign, but achieved their target in 12 months.’

The boat is launched at Carsington Water. With no
bank fishing, it provides essential disabled access

freemasonrytoday.com
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NEWS AND VIEWS

LINCOLN'’S
INN FESTIVAL

The Association of
Medical, University
and Legal Lodges
(AMULL) celebrated
its 12th annual festival
at Lincoln’s Innin

London, in the presence
of Deputy Grand Master :

Jonathan Spence, his
wife Alimudena and
Metropolitan Grand
Master Russell Race.

This year’s host was the
Chancery Bar Lodge, No.
2456, whose meetings are
held in Lincoln’s Inn. The
day included a lecture:
‘For Valour — The Victoria
Cross’, by Mark Smith.

An ecumenical service
was held in Lincoln’s Inn

Chapel, led by the Reverend

Alan Gyle, with the address
by the Venerable Peter
Delaney. This year’s
AMULL bursaries went

to Michael Mather
(Universities Lodge, No.
2352, Durham) and Daniel
Glover (University Lodge
of Liverpool, No. 4274).

At
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Lunch at Lincoln’s Inn

in the historic Great Hall

£

AMOUNT
AWARDED

TO THE
WINNING
YOUTH GROUP
AT THE IHELP
PROJECT FINALS

Turn fo page 58

A team of students from Fareham worked tirelessly as part
: of the SkillForce 24 Hours to Make a Difference challenge,
with the task of refurbishing North West Fareham
Community Centre in readiness for a unique charity

: feéte. SkillForce is an educational charity that works in
partnership with 10,000 young people throughout 150

¢ schools in England and Scotland.

Michael Wilks, Provincial Grand Master for Hampshire

and Isle of Wight, represented The Freemasons’ Grand

Masons from Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and

. Berkshire raised over £42,000 at the Chiltern Centre
: Diamond Jubilee Family Day at Fawley Hill, near

Henley, in Oxfordshire. Held at the Fawley Hill

! ¢ Railway and Museum, thanks to the generosity of
¢ Sir William and Lady McAlpine, the event was in aid
: of the Chiltern Centre for Disabled Children, which
: has lost significant government funding.

5k

Chiltern Centre Chair of Trustees, Paul Barrett, said

¢ the day ‘exceeded expectations with more than
3,000 people attending’. The masonic team was led
¢ by John Clark (Buckinghamshire), Roger Hampshire
¢ (Oxfordshire) and Gerry Hann (Berkshire).

T - ﬂ ™ ‘ i

Full steam ahead as families
enjoy a special railway treat

Charity and attended the opening together with

representatives from Hampshire councils, schools and
public services. “The Freemasons’ Grand Charity has, over
the past six years, made grants of £240,000 to SkillForce,
which is a national charity with a local presence, and the
local team has received £90,000 of the £240,000, explained
Michael. A selection of year 8, 9 and 10 students from

The Henry Cort Community College also attended the
charity féte and enjoyed a broad range of activities.

. ALL ABOARD FOR A FUN DAY

| MACE: helping keep
masonic bowls alive

In 2011 the Masonic Annual Charity Event
(MACE) was launched, and in August 2012 the
Gloucestershire Masonic Bowling Association
(MBA) hosted the second tournament at Stroud’s
Cotswold Bowls Club. Around 96 players from
16 Provinces attended, as London Metropolitan
Bowling Association’s ‘A’ rink beat last year’s
winners, Middlesex. The day raised £13,300 for
ROBOCAP and concluded with a Gala Dinner at
the Masonic Hall in Stroud. The 2013 tournament
will be hosted by Cambridgeshire MBA.




NEWS AND VIEWS

TANK DRIVING REUNION

This year’s annual reunion of the 1991-1992  brought to life many of the exhibits with

Board of Grand Stewards took place, with his knowledge of the weaponry.

wives, on the north Norfolk coast, near Among the exhibits is the ambulance
Weybourne, at the Muckleburgh Military driven by The Queen when she was in
Collection. They were able to drive a uniform during the war, a Harrier jump jet
16-ton Abbot SPG at the site, run by board aircraft and a German V1 pilotless plane.
member Sir Michael Savory. He made the Go to hitp://www.muckleburgh.co.uk for

two-hour tour a rewarding experience,and ~ more information on driving tanks

RAF BAND ENTERTAINS
IN CHARITY CONCERT

The District Grand Lodge of Cyprus sponsored the island’s ninth Annual Charity
Band Concert. It was held in Paphos Castle Square in front of a large audience, who
were entertained by the band of the RAF College, Cranwell. The RAF bands have

a long tradition of playing to audiences in Cyprus, having been present on the island

over many years, during which they have freely given their time for charitable causes.

These yearly charitable band concerts are the single largest charity drive of the i That Freemasonry is a worldwide brotherly

Cypriot masonic year. The proceeds from this year’s concert went to Cancer Patients : organisation was recently brought home to Martin
Support Group, Paphos and to Open Arms TPMH (The Princess Mary’s Hospital) Cargill, a biker with a group of the Widows Sons
Cancer Patients Support Group, Akrotiri. . International Motorcycle Association, who meet

around East London, Essex and Hertfordshire.

Widows Sons groups are called Chapters and, through

the internet, Martin discovered an American Chapter

: of the organisation in New Jersey, where his widowed
mother, who suffers from Alzheimer’s, lives in a retirement
home. He contacted Gordie Barrett of Union Lodge,

No. 19, Free and Accepted Masons, in North Brunswick,

: who is president of the Broken Column Chapter of the
New Jersey Widows Sons.

¢ Gordie was able to visit Martin’s mother in time for

: Christmas, along with Brian Napier of Murdostoun Castle
Lodge, No. 1096, and Philo Lodge, No. 243, New Jersey,

i and Mark Barrett of the Massachusetts Lodge in Boston.

: Martin was also told that if he wanted to visit the US,
then Jim Cairns of Milltown Lodge, No. 294, in New Jersey,
and his family would put him up for three weeks, rent-free,
and loan him a car, while Bob Vinik of Union Lodge would
¢ lend him a motorcycle. He took them up on their kind offer
and was met at the airport and royally entertained during

. his stay. He was able to see his mother and attend various

: masonic meetings before being taken back to the airport
for the flight home. Martin said, “These are memories I will

* never forget, thanks to Freemasonry and the Widows Sons.’

freemasonrytoday.com 9
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NEWS AND VIEWS

LODGE BICENTENARY
AT GOODWOOD

Lodge of Union, No. 38, celebratedits  between Chichester Freemasonry and

bicentenary at Goodwood House. the ducal family, whose colour it is.

The country estate, near Chichester The event was attended by Pro

in Sussex, is the seat of the Duke of Grand Master Peter Lowndes, Grand

Richmond, many of whom have been  Secretary Nigel Brown, Grand

masons over the centuries. Lodge Director of Ceremonies Oliver Lodge

officers wear gold on their collars to and Sussex Provincial Grand Master Lodge Master Ivan Jones (centre) with Sussex PGM Kenneth

. Thomas (left) and Pro Grand Master Peter Lowndes
commemorate the close connection Kenneth Thomas.

- The Taylor's Ritual Association (TRA) is mounting

\ /' =1 a campaign to improve ceremonies. It has
! ’, refreshed its website and is introducing new
ways to teach ritual, contacting all London
lodges during the process. TRA chairman Keith
Alexander said, ‘One of the big aftractions of
Freemasonry is that when ritual is done well,
it is a moving, meaningful and memorable
experience for all those involved.’

The TRA will seek to identify a number of
high quality Lodges of Instruction that may be
accredited by the association to teach the
ritual according to approved practice.

The Taylor’s Ritual Association plans to publish
a lodge directory, consisting of a database of
registered lodges that are happy to share the
dates of their meetings online.

Go to www.taylorsritual.org for more information
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NEWS AND VIEWS

MAKING WAVES IN WINDERMERE

A gruelling swim by Dave Neal fook him

along the 10.5-mile length of Windermere

in the Lake District o raise funds for Leukaemia
and Lymphoma Research. Dave has been
passionate about raising funds for such
research since his wife's best friend died

of leukaemia, at the age of 26, after battling
the disease for a number of years.

to complete, has gone to the Claire Wadley
Forget Me Not Fund within Leukaemia and
Lymphoma Research.

Dave's lodge, Indaba, No. 9454, donated
the funds to enable him to hire an electric
boat to support him on his epic swim. His father,
Allan, also of Indaba Lodge, was one of the
team on his support boat.

PRESTONIAN
LECTURE
ON TOUR

With this year’s Prestonian
Lecture discussing the
subject ‘Scouting &
Freemasonry: Two Parallel
Organisations’, lecturer
Tony Harvey (above)
delivered his speech at
Beacon Lodge, No. 4066,
in Halifax, Province of
Yorkshire, West Riding.

The lecture attracted 75
people, of whom 17 were
non-masons. Servers at the
festive board were from
Halifax District Explorer
Scouts, and speakers
included Mark Stageman,
county commissioner for
West Yorkshire.

The £1,400 sponsorship money for the
swim, which took six hours and 49 minutes

Go to www.justgiving.com/daveneal to view his
fundraising website

KENT REOPENING FOR

Dave swims, with Windermere
Ferry as his backdrop

o L =
2D (S LIBRARY AND MUSEUM
. S o
A . :
/ «e.F- I—% \ The Kent Masonic Library and Museum Trust has ¥ we ot £
e been reopened by Geoffrey Dearing, Provincial : * S |

-£H

An intricate stained-glass window from
the original Freemasons’ Hall in London

Grand Master for East Kent, after an extensive
18-month redevelopment.

Located in the heart of Canterbury, in St Peter’s Place, just
a five-minute stroll from the 11th-century cathedral, the museum
was originally opened in 1933, and has probably the finest
collection of masonic material in the UK outside London.

As well as masonic paintings, glassware and porcelain, the
displays include unique 19th-century stained-glass windows that
originally adorned the old Freemasons’ Hall in London. The solid
oak entrance doors came from St Mary’s College, part of the Jesuit
Monastery in Hales Place, Canterbury, which was demolished at
the same time as the museum was being designed by its architect,
Brother FG Haywood of Market Square, Dover.

The first change evident to visitors is a striking new entrance in
St Peter’s Place that catches the eye of the thousands of passers-by.
The building is open daily from 10am to 4pm and is wheelchair
accessible. Entry is free of charge, with donations welcome.

. HELPING WOMEN

IN BOMBAY

During a recent visit to the District
of Bombay, Richard Douglas,
Masonic Samaritan Fund Chief
Executive, saw clear evidence that
Freemasonry does care. Richard
witnessed an example of the help
provided by local masons through
Haig-Brown Lodge, No. 3829,
which supports the Goa branch of
the Association for Social Health
in India, a refuge for women of all
ages. Lodge members donated
water purification equipment and
dried food for use by the residents.

12




NEWS AND VIEWS

NEW GRAND
CHANCELLOR
APPOINTED

Derek Dinsmore has taken over

the role of Grand Chancellor,

in succession to Alan Englefield,

who has been appointed Sovereign

Grand Commander of the Ancient

and Accepted Rite (Rose Croix). Alan

was the first person to be appointed

to the new post of Grand Chancellor

in 2007. As Grand Chancellor, one

of his duties was to assist the Grand

Master and the Rulers representing

Grand Lodge on formal visits overseas

and at international gatherings.

At the annual investiture this year, the Grand Master,

HRH The Duke of Kent, said that Alan had made

‘an invaluable contribution to bringing us closer to

other Grand Lodges around the world, as well as to

maintaining our position as the Mother Grand Lodge’.
Derek was initiated into Chevron Lodge, No. 6021,

in 1970 and is a member of the Grand Master’s Council,

the Board of General Purposes and the Committee of

General Purposes. He is a member of the Royal Arch,

Rose Croix and other Orders. He spent much of his

childhood on a family farm in West Wales and later

joined Debenhams. In 1974 he started an agency to
market products of European fashion houses in the UK

and Ireland and spent the last 11 years of his working life
as chief executive of Betty Barclay (UK) Ltd. Married
with two sons and five grandchildren, he retired in 2000.

Alan Englefield
has become
Sovereign Grand
Commander
(Rose Croix)

freemasonrytoday.com

'BEST FOOT FORWARD

Keith Pauling of Rathcreedan Lodge,

No. 8690, Province of Oxfordshire,

set off on a 290-mile walk across
¢ the Macmillan Way, from Boston
¢ in Lincolnshire, o Chesil Beach in

Dorset, in aid of Macmillan Cancer

. apulpit, a gift from English Freemasons

: in 1883. Most of the original funding for

: the carved stone pulpit came from the
Province of Hertfordshire and three

lodges in particular — Watford, No. 404,

¢ Gladsmuir, No. 1385, and Halsey, No. 1479.

Its £6,000 restoration, under the

guidance of Hertfordshire Provincial Grand
: Orator and Cathedral Clerk of the Works,

Keith leads the group fo the finish

Support. Three weeks later he

completed the formidable journey,

raising £3,300 for the charity. He
was joined for the last 10 miles by

four members of Weyland Lodge,

No. 6507, and one of their wives.

l:s

MASONIC GIFT FROM 1883

Nearly 800 Hertfordshire masons and

: their families attended the Cathedral and
i Abbey Church of St Alban for a service

: of thanksgiving and the rededication of

: George Laverick, was made possible by

: and Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia.

///////// iy

: many lodge donations, as well as three other
local orders: Knights Templar, Rose Croix

At the service, Provincial Grand Master

John both referred to the relationship
: between the Abbey and Hertfordshire
Provincial Grand Stewards’ Lodge,

: Abbey events. The restored pulpit is
! situated in the crossing of the cathedral,
¢ under the great Norman Tower.

Colin Harris and Dean the Very Rev Jeftrey

No. 8984, which regularly assists at major

13
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NEWS AND VIEWS

LODGE PRESERVES
BERWICK HISTORY

Previously undiscovered facts about
Berwick-upon-Tweed'’s history were
brought to light when the fown'’s
record office, museum and The
King's Own Scottish Borderers
Museum were invited to look at the
records of St David’s Lodge, No. 393.

On display were record books, letter books
and other pieces of literature, dating back to
1829. ‘We were amazed at the lodge’s records,
which are a treasure trove of the history of
Berwick,’ said local archivist Linda Bankier.

‘St David's Lodge has been very helpful in
giving us details of their members who were also
serving soldiers in the regiment when stationed
in the town, as well as details of the regiment’s
own masonic lodge,’ added lan Martin, curator
of The King's Own Scottish Borderers Museum.

St David’s Lodge can trace its history back
to 1649, and the regimental lodge was founded
in 1738. ‘We hope to have further meetings
where we will be able to discuss how this
wonderful collection can be made available
to the people of the town,’ revealed David
Dunn, the 184th Master of St David'’s.

Anyone interested in the history of the town and the
regiment can go to www.stdavids393.org.uk

From left to right: archivist Linda Bankier, and curators
Anne Moore and lan Martin are shown documents
by St David's Lodge's Junior Warden Steve Newman

NOBTI POy
2300 MILES FANDS By

% Robert makes it to John O'Groats

CYCLING FROM SOUTH TO NORTH

Campaigning for charity can be exhausting, as Robert Crawford discovered
when he spent 65 hours in the saddle to complete the 908-mile Land’s End to
John O'Groats cycle ride for the Province of Cumberland and Westmorland
2016 RMBI Festival. Travelling the entire length of Great Britain, at an
average speed of 14 miles per hour, Robert, of Trinity Lodge, No. 6730, raised
the magnificent sum of £1,700. A keen runner on the fells, he presented

a cheque to both the Kendal Mountain Rescue team and the festival.

BACKING FOR HEROES

Freemasonry in the community has
always been at the heart of Welsh
masons and is underlined by the
Provincial Grand Master of South
Wales's Gala Dinner, attended by
members of 62 lodges in Cardiff. At
the event, Provincial Grand Master
Captain Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards
presented a cheque for £12,500 to
Help for Heroes, a further sum of
around £5,000 being added later.

CHORISTER'’S SUCCESS

Patrick Dunachie, a student at Hereford Cathedral
School, has benefitted from a Chorister Scholarship
from the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys
since the age of seven, and now has a place to read
music at King’s College, Cambridge, following his
brother Liam, a music scholar at Trinity College.
Patrick said that it was hard to overestimate the

importance and benefit of the scholarship, which

Centre stage: Patrick with the Dean
(far left) and PGM Rodney Smallwood
(farright) in the Dean’s garden

was a great privilege. The Dean of Hereford, the Very
Reverend Michael Tavinor, thanked Herefordshire
Freemasons for their continuing valuable support.
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Shown left to right: Peter, Rob, Paul and Keith, in Gibraltar,

with the tiled panel presented to the District by the
Group of Lodges in Portugal at the fime of its formation

PLAIN SAILING FOR
LODGE MEETING

There have been some unusual ways of travelling
to lodge meetings, and a special route was
recently taken by four members of the Group

of Lodges in Portugal, who sailed from Albufeira
to Gibraltar to attend the Annual Investiture of
the District Grand Lodge of Gibraltar.

Yacht owner Keith Lloyd, Secretary of Prince
Henry the Navigator Lodge, No. 9360, was joined
by treasurer Peter Wilkinson, Paul Nicholson, and
Rob Levitt, Grand Inspector of the Group.

Local Dorset masons inspect a defibrillator point

DORSET'S BIG-HEARTED
LIFE-SAVING INITIATIVE

An official unveiling at Wareham launched the first
of the planned automated external defibrillators
(AEDs) that are to be provided outside each of the
17 masonic halls throughout Dorset. Contributions
towards their cost came from the Grand Charity
and the Province of Dorset’s own charity, Dorset
Masonic Care (DMC), in conjunction with the
Arrhythmia Alliance organisation.

The purchase and installation of this life-saving
equipment was in commemoration of The Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee and is part of the Freemasonry
Cares initiative, which was launched in 2009.

Bournemouth mayor Cllr Phil Stanley-Watts said:
“We are truly indebted to the Freemasons of Dorset
for this magnificent gift to the local community.

| jump for the RMBI 2017 Festival.
|

Taking the
plunge for
the RMBI

Festival

CHARITY AT
15,000 FEET

It was a leap of faith for charity by Kevin
Hutton of Horsford Lodge, No. 5339,
Province of Yorkshire, West Riding,
when he made a fundraising parachute

e

OPENING THE DOOR TO
: THE PUBLIC IN LEICESTER

An open day has been held at Freemasons’ Hall,
. Leicester, where a total of 255 visitors were shown
: around the Georgian building housing the :
Provincial Grand Lodge of Leicestershire & Rutland. :

The tours gave visitors staged presentations in

: various parts of the building, including the Library
W////////////////////////////////////////% and symbolism of Freemasonry; the charitable
activities supported by masons; and lodge

: interiors, including banqueting and meeting
facilities available for commercial letting.

As a direct result of the experience, 25 people
expressed an interest in joining the Craft.

and Museum. These showed the principles, history

Provincial Grand Master David Hagger said,
‘[ felt very proud of the efforts made by so many

| brethren in making this event the most successful
| * everin engaging the public in what we are, aim
1 fo be and our place in the local community.’

P
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£
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Visitors were shown around during the open day

This was no ordinary feat, with

a tandem jump from 15,000 feet over
Hibaldstow Airfield in Lincolnshire,
apparently the highest freefall jump
in Britain. His efforts raised £600.

Shown left to right:
Anthony Wilson (trustee),
Nishith Patel, Martyn
Coomer, Priyan Landham
and David Blanchard

. WILTSHIRE IN
. ROYAL ARCH
. APPEAL

: Wiltshire Grand

. Superintendent

: David Blanchard

: hasreceived strong

. backing for the Royal
: Arch Masons 2013

: Bicentenary Appeal
in support of the Royal
. College of Surgeons,
: improved by a further
: £500 donated at the

: First Principals Chapter.

There were

presentations by

. a number of college

. representatives,

¢ including head of
research Martyn

. Coomer; Priyan

: Landham, who

. specialisesin

. orthopaedic (frauma)
¢ surgery; and Nishith

: Patel, a heart surgeon
. who is researching

. kidney failure after

: cardiac surgery.

freemasonrytoday.com
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PROBLEM
SOLVERS

Megan Baker House
(MBH), a Herefordshire
charity at Moreton Eye,
near Leominster, is a centre
of excellence in conductive
education. It teaches
problem-solving skills
to people with physical
disabilities and special
educational needs. Many
are from nearby counties,
but some children — and
more recently, adults
— come from across the
UK to attend classes.

As MBH does not receive
any statutory funding,
and does not charge for its
services, local masons have
maintained their support
with donations from the
Herefordshire Masonic
Charity Association and
Royal Edward Lodge.
Julia Higgs, MBH volunteer
organiser, emphasised
that such sponsorship is
essential to the charity and
its outreach centres.

Vital outreach: Provincial
Grand Charity Steward
David Knowles, MBH's
Julia Higgs and Gareth
Prosser, Royal Edward
Lodge Charity Steward

You can now keep up
to date with all the
latest news:

£4

@Freemasonry2day
@GrandChapter
@UGLE_GrandLodge

FreemasonryToday
UnitedGrandLodge
ofEngland
SupremeGrandChapter

three-week outdoor learning programmes.
Nearly 25,000 youngsters took part in these
: activity courses during 2011, and more

: than 69 per cent were bursary funded.

¢ Westmorland Provincial Information
. Officer, said: ‘Providing support to

Outward Bound youngsters with (far leftf) PGM Norman Thompson and team member
John Asplin, and (far right) DPGM Keith Young with PIO Mike Clementson

'GRAND CHARITY GOES
OUTWARD BOUND

The Outward Bound Trust has received

: agrant of £30,000 from The Freemasons’
Grand Charity which, since 1985, has
donated over £250,000 in total. The grant
: helps fund bursaries that will enable
disadvantaged young people to go on

Mike Clementson, Cumberland &

It was a special day out for Richard Penelrick and his
. mother, Margaret, when they attended the Armed Forces
Day national event celebrations on Plymouth Hoe, Devon.

Almoner John Pritchard and Master John Speak of

Lord Roborough Lodge, No. 5789, Plymouth, in the
Province of Devonshire, in partnership with the
Masonic Samaritan Fund (MSF), arranged the visit.

Richard, aged 35, is the son of Allen Penelrick, who

was a member of Lord Roborough Lodge. He has ataxia
telangiectasia (A-T) and was presented with a special
: wheelchair with a power-pack from the MSF in 2009.

: Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution Care Advice Team.

Margaret Penelrick is also receiving assistance via the

Seen with Richard and his mother are (left to right):
John Pritchard and John Speak of Lord Roborough Lodge

disadvantaged youths is at the heart of the
grant-making funded by the Grand Charity.
The masonic community, both locally and
nationally, recognises the importance in
supporting young people today and we are
therefore delighted to be able to show our
support for Outward Bound once again.’

Nick Barrett, Outward Bound Trust chief :
executive, added: “We are delighted to have
Freemasons’ continued support. This kind
of donation enables us to provide crucial
bursary support to hundreds more young
people each year’

Y

PROSTATE
. AWARENESS

Lancaster and District
Freemasons donated

: £24,000 for prostate
 cancerresearch after

a campaign set up by

. Peter Pemberton, of

: Pilling Lodge, No. 7879.
Jack Bacon, from

¢ Prostate Action, said,

: ‘l am extremely grateful
. for this magnificent and
generous donation from
the amazing campaign
. by the masons of

* Lancaster and District.

Graham Barnetson, of Stivichall Lodge, presents
giffs to Pax Mundi Lodge Master, Octavian Serb,
watched by Pro Grand Master Virgil Nitulescu

ROMANIAN HOSPITALITY

Pax Mundi Lodge, No. 119, of the National
Grand Lodge of Romania (MLNR), based

at Brasov, hosted a delegation from Stivichall
Lodge, No. 5799, Province of Warwickshire,
to celebrate its 10th anniversary. Bogdan
Prodea, who studied in Coventry, and his
father Mihai Prodea, both members of Pax
Mundi lodge, extended the invitation. Masons
from Brasov lodges, their mother lodge in
Sinaia, and MLNR Grand Officers including
Pro Grand Master Virgil Nitulescu, attended
the meeting and a gala dinner at the Brasov
Citadel with an orchestra, singers and dance.
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made for music

Music systems for the 21st century

As a family owned British company, we are passionate
about sound and design. For over 30 years we have
worked within the revered British audio industry,
creating high fidelity loudspeakers for music and audio
enthusiasts.

Seeing a potential gap in the market, we set ourselves
the task of developing a series of fine small audio
products using our vast experience and understanding
of how to create high quality sound.

Since launching our first product in November 2006
our models have quickly become regarded as the
finest available, with all gaining critical acclaim for
their beautiful design and outstanding sound.

Tatler Magazine described our R1 as “Simply the most
beautiful radio in the world”, a sentiment with which
we wholeheartedly agree. Most importantly we believe
that our products are an investment which you will
cherish and enjoy for years to come.

To learn more about us or to
request a brochure, please
visit our website or call us
on 01702 601410

Other finishes also available:

Dream white Midnight Black

www.ruarkaudio.com el s
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LONDON FASHION WEEK

Twice a year, Freemasons’ Hall plays host to shows for
London Fashion Week, with press from around the
world in attendance. Ellie Fazan finds out what
happens when fashion and Freemasonry come together

freemasonrytoday.com

isitors to Freemasons’ Hall on London’s
Great Queen Street are being greeted by a
stylish young woman bedecked in a studded
leather jacket. With a clipboard in one hand
and wristbands in the other, she is very much in charge.
Upstairs in one of the 21 lodge rooms, frantic
preparations are under way for design duo Leutton
Postle’s Spring/Summer 2013 show. It is not a scene
you would expect to find in Freemasons’ Hall: there
is an impossibly tall model having her make-up done
wearing nothing but underwear and sparkly high
heels, while a team of assistants hurriedly make final
adjustments to various hairstyles and outfits.
In the midst of it all, two young women are trying

| to control the chaos. They are Jen and Sam, otherwise

known as Leutton Postle, and this is their third show
at Freemasons’ Hall. Their work is being showcased
by Vauxhall Fashion Scout — an initiative that offers
young designers a space to show their collections.

& ‘Hello, we'd love to stop and say hi but..! Before they

can finish, they are swept away in a sea of assistants.
The frenzied atmosphere permeates the room. The

majestic corridors are full to the brim with brightly

coloured clothes, with fun oversized collars, playful




LONDON FASHION WEEK

‘THE BUILDING HOSTS SUCH A VIBRANT AND ECLECTIC
MIX OF PEOPLE... BUT IT STILL MAINTAINS THE ELEGANCE
OF THE PURPOSES IT WAS BUILT FOR’ Karen Haigh

patchwork and lots of glitter. A photographer is
shooting a catalogue for the designers today, and has
set up a makeshift studio in the cleaning cupboard.
Meanwhile, the cleaning lady leans on her mop
looking unfazed. She watches on while the call

‘Girls in shoes please’ sends everyone into a panic.

START THE SHOW

Outside Freemasons’ Hall, the fashion crowd is
queuing around the block: it’s one of the most
anticipated shows of the season, and the designers
here are the ones to watch. The Temple vestibule
starts to fill with guests, and techno music begins
to blast. The clothes are the main attraction — big,
bold and attention grabbing — but they don’t detract
from the space. Three models at a time appear in the
three carved archways before taking to the perfectly
polished floor. The contrast between the futuristic
collection and the stately, solid building is powerful.
One of the finest Art Deco buildings in England,
Freemasons’ Hall has been available for use as a
location for television productions and photoshoots
for more than a decade. ‘One of the location managers
I'd worked with on a film project asked if we hired the
venue to outside events such as fashion. We hadn’t
before, but I just said yes, remembers Karen Haigh,
UGLE Head of Events. ‘That led to us piloting the first
London Fashion Week shows for Vauxhall Fashion
Scout in 2009. All events are special in their own way,
but working twice a year with Vauxhall Fashion Scout

ONES TO WATCH

Sam Leutton (far left) and Jenny
Postle (third from left) both
graduated from Central Saint Martins
and made their debut at London

Fashion Week in 2011. Their first
collection won the acclaimed
Vauxhall Fashion Scout Merit Award.
They describe their label as ‘luxury
fashion knitwear and textiles, with

has become part of the venue. It’s bigger than ever
now and it has been wonderful to see it develop each
year. It’s like being a parent!

OFFERING AN OPPORTUNITY

Freemasons’ Hall is an integral part of London
Fashion Week, placing it alongside Somerset House
as one of the most important events spaces in the
capital, hosting the most cutting-edge shows. The
designers here are the ones to look out for. This year
fashion’s punk princess Pam Hogg showed, with
celebrities and fashion editors alike coming to watch.

For Karen Haigh it’s an exciting time, with no friction
between the long-term residents and the temporary
inhabitants. “The building hosts such a vibrant and
eclectic mix of people during this time, but it still
maintains the elegance of the purposes it was built for.
It really makes me smile when members come into
the building during that period and can't hide their
surprise at some of the outfits on display”

Vauxhall Fashion Scout is helping young people in
their chosen fields — one of Freemasonry’s founding
principles. Hand in hand they are offering young
designers a space. Sam and Jen agree. “We couldn’t
do this without their support; the pair say. ‘It means
that as designers we can grow. We've learnt so much
since last year’ And what do they think of the building?
‘It’s intense! Even though we have permission to be
here, it’s so awe-inspiring it makes us want to run
around here at night! o

strong emphasis on innovative use of
colour and intense patterning’. Their
clothes are aimed at the eccentric
lady - someone with a sense of
humour, who appreciates real craft.
Or, in the duo’s own words: ‘Like us,
but richer and more fabulous!’ Their
collection is stocked in Browns Focus
in London and online at avenue32.com.
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Hordes of make-up
artists and hair stylists
in the Processional
Corridor help the
show run flawlessly

Innovative

use of colours
and patterning
are central

to Leutton
Postle’s work

Contemporary fashion
statements against
the elegant decor

of Freemasons’ Hall
create a striking
impression

Photography: Simon Armstrong

freemasonrytoday.com
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YOur conservaiory
oroblems solved

Is your conservatory: @ Too cold in winier BRI FAT TR (RTINS
® Too hot in summer @ Difficult fo clean 1T EEE (e @y
i P

® Noisy when it rains @ Prone 1o leaks

Eco Vitro is the country’s leading replacement
glass roof specidlist, the only long-ferm solution
fo all your conservatory roof problems.

Call us now on:
0845 500 2211 IRACES

A
eplacement conservatory roofs

For a free brochure and no obligation survey

Here’s what our customers think:

EE We now L& Gone is our EEsowamand  EE We are L6 We fet we
virtually live in leaking and cosy throughout the  absolutely delighted  would be getting top
our conservatory, often un-usable winter with lower with the roof, if's quality and have not
enjoying an even conservatory. 33 fuel bills 1oo. 99 warm and cosy been disappointed.
femperature all Mr & Mrs Ward, Mr & Mrs James, and it cleans itself The exira light is
year round. 53 Nottingham Cheshire ool We love it. 99 unbelievable. 53

Mrs Villerby, Oxon Mrs Fielding, Surrey Mr & Mrs Wilson, Sussex
To see more visit: www.fairtrades.co.uk/EcoVitrolLtd_Testimonials




SENIOR INSIGHTS

ONCE IN A LIFETIME

Pro Grand Master Peter Lowndes explains

why 2017 will be a unique opportunity to share
masonic pride across the nation

s the masonic fraternity is a single,
indivisible fellowship that is neither
divided nor affected by local or national
boundaries within our constitution,
the word ‘united’ is extremely appropriate as we
move forward to our three hundredth anniversary
celebrations in 2017. Hence, Metropolitan Grand
Lodge, the Provinces and Districts are united as
part of one fellowship — that of the United Grand
Lodge of England.

CELEBRATION FOR ALL

So how should we be working together to plan the
2017 celebrations, remembering that this is just over
four and a half years away? From the very outset,
I want to make it clear that this is a celebration for
every one of us — for the members throughout the
English constitution, both here and in the Districts.
Celebrating three hundred years is a once in
a lifetime event for us all, as is appropriately marking
this wonderful achievement and, of course, being
the first Grand Lodge to do so. We have seen two
great events this summer — that of Her Majesty’s
Diamond Jubilee and the Olympic Games. Both
these events proved highly successful and raised the
morale and spirit of our nation. That is exactly what
I want the members’ 2017 celebration to achieve for
our united fraternity.

Photography: Laurie Fletcher

PLANNING AHEAD

I am convinced that by working through the
Metropolitan Grand Master and the Provincial and
District Grand Masters we will encourage a large
participation in this great occasion. Although
there is much detail to be planned and to be
communicated to you for your own planning,
the main event will certainly include partners.

We are proud to be Freemasons and 2017 is
a great opportunity to show that pride not only to
our families and friends, but to the non-masonic
community as well. To this end it will also be
the natural culmination of the open public relations
strategy we have embraced. O

'‘FROM THE VERY OUTSET, | WANT
TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THIS IS A CELEBRATION
FOR EVERY ONE OF US’

freemasonrytoday.com
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SENIOR INSIGHTS

NO TIME TO BE RETIRING

The National and the London Chairmen of
the Universities Scheme, Edward Lord and

Julian Soper, give some advice on how to recruit
and retain younger members

f our members across the English
under forty. To put that percentage in

the number of members we have aged over eighty.

. Indeed, the vast bulk of our members are aged

between fifty and eighty. While there is nothing
intrinsically wrong with these figures, it does set a
generational challenge with fifty-five per cent of our
members in, or reaching, retirement. If the average
age of reaching the chair is sixty-three, one can
assume that most lodge decision makers are near
to, or in retirement, which leads one to question
the degree of representation younger members have.
So how do we attract younger men to join masonry?

SIMPLE STEPS

Research we conducted found that masonry is in
increasing competition with many other calls on the

. leisure time of prospective members. It is also clear
. that it is less easy for those in employment to leave
¢ their workplace early in order to get to a lodge

meeting. Nor for that matter do younger brethren
want to stay late all the time — something that is
equally true of more senior members.

Many successful lodges don’t start their work until
6 or 6.30pm in the evening and they still finish in
good time to get home at a reasonable hour. They do
this by taking a number of simple steps. Some, for
example, don’t process in and out of the lodge. Most
circulate rather than read their minutes, and do the
same for the Almoner’s and Charity Steward’s reports.

All of the above not only cuts down the time taken
by the formal proceedings, but also increases the
pace of a meeting. However, it is not as simple as

¢ saying that time commitments should be reduced.

¢ Regular meetings, often informal, and involving

© members’ partners, can be important in fostering

. afeeling of membership. A good mentor should
greatly assist in helping a new member to feel he

¢ belongs, and the formal creation of lodge mentor as
© alodge office should help ensure that this happens.

The language we use to describe Freemasonry

is key to it having a broader appeal, as is dispelling
¢ many of the myths that still surround us as an

organisation. Being able to describe in simple
constitution, only nine per cent are aged !

laymen’s terms what Freemasonry is about is crucial;

. emphasising the social side of our activities as well as
perspective, it is three thousand less than :
© our charitable activities and by helping each individual
- mason to become the best person he can be.

the contributions we make to society, both through

MUCH TO OFFER

Experience has shown that, approached correctly,
young men — indeed men of all ages — find
considerable appeal in joining an organisation that is
secular, multi-faith, cross denominational and shares
their values. Indeed, in explaining Freemasonry to
new and potential members, a lodge should consider
emphasising the lifetime friendships, development
possibilities and new experiences that are on offer.
So where exactly do we get these new younger
members from? Of course, the basic approach
of ‘member-get-member’ remains the best. But

. some lodges, particularly those that are affiliated
. to aschool or university, find that discreet
¢ advertisements letting people know they exist often

attract initial enquiries. And in some cases, the
adverts are less discreet. The Province of West
Lancashire took the back page of last year’s Freshers’
Handbook, which went out to over twenty-thousand
students in Liverpool. That resulted in a bumper crop
of candidates for the University Lodge of Liverpool.
Many enquiries are now coming through the
internet. Every day we receive hundreds of hits on
the Grand Lodge, Provincial and lodge specific sites,
which then translate into expressions of interest
from prospective members. This is rapidly becoming
one of the most important marketing methods for
the Craft. So if your lodge doesn’t yet have a website,

¢ then it should consider investing in one.

Communication is crucial but lodges that have

¢ successfully spanned the generations have other

- attributes as well, not least in making new members
feel welcome. Involvement in ceremonies is also

¢ important, but involve them at a pace that is right

© for them — don't force them up the ladder.

And if you find you have a masonic star in waiting,

let him move forward quickly as the chances are
¢ he could help ensure the future of your lodge. o
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Special Readers Offer

County Tattersall
Shir

Offer Price
NOW Only

a shirt when

£20::

you buy three
shirts or more

Take advantage of this introductory offer
to purchase the most exquisite long stem
cotton shirt that you are ever likely to
wear. Normally these shirts retail at £30
each or £75 for three but Freemasonry
Today readers can take advantage of this
restricted Offer - Now Only £24 each or 3
for £60 - Save 20%

Not to be confused with cheaper open weave
shirts with short back lengths and dodgy
pockets. Our superb County Tattersall is
fully washable and easy to iron. The long
stem pure cotton shirting fabric has a super
soft ‘handle’. Tailored details like twin
stitched flat seams and matching patterned
breast pocket make it smart with a tie or
comfortably casual without.

* Easy-care 100%
Long-stem cotton

* Matching breast
pocket

e Twin button cuffs

* Generously cut for
comfort

* Long back length

¢ Blue, Gold, Green

* Free returns if not
delighted

Send FREEPOST to: Peter Christian, 25 Mackley Estate,  Advert Code

Henfield Road, Small Dole, West Sussex, BN5 9XR 28T4

Please send me Code Colour Collar Qty

Tattersall Shirt MS23

Tattersall Shirt MS23

Tattersall Shirt MS23

Colours: Blue, Gold, Green p&p| £5

Collar: S(14/14.5) M(15/15.5) L(16/16.5) XL(17/17.5) Total
2XL(18/18.5) 3XL(19/19.5) 4XL(20/20.5)

Please send me [] 2 Shirts for £48 + £5 p&p = £53
[J 1 Shirt for £24 + £5 p&p = £29  [] 3 Shirts for £60 + £5 p&p = £65
Please make cheques payable to Peter Christian or provide card details below:

Valid Expiry Maestro
Issue No

From Date

Name:

3 Digit
Security

Address:

Postcode: Tel:

E-mail:

Please allow up to 14 days delivery. If you do not wish us to pass your details on to other
companies please tick the box[_] A Division of Hills of Bramley Ltd Co Reg No 04767802

_______________________________________________________________

Gold

Pefer, Chnistian

SAVE 20% - Order Now QUOTE 28T47
open 8am-10pm 7 days a week

01273 493 393

Enter Offer Code at website checkout
www.peterchristian.co.uk/ftt

Free Return Service
The Peter Christian tailoring tradition guarantees
a comfortable cut, outstanding quality of fabric and
exceptional value for money. We are so confident in

i our garments that we offer a FREE returns/exchange

: service and a money back guarantee. :
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Jon Amos has handeycled e BT RE
across Australié and conquered S S A S
Kilimanjaro. He talksto . -~
Luke Turton about why N,
he rarely takes no for an answer: R N

e

s chairman of the Inlernaticnal B e
Powerlifting Commitiee, Jon Amos hos i : _~ -
come to the end of a grueliing two ’ >
weeks at the London 2012 Paralympic
Games where he hasworked fourfean-hour days
io make sure the powerliffing events run smoothly.
‘| could have sot back but | prefermed fo get
invalved.' Jon says, a statement that reflects not
just his commitment fo the Paralympic Games
out to all theechallenges he has faced in his life.

In 1976, driving along the M5 fowards Birmingham.
Janwas in an accident that injured his spine and
paralysed the lower halfof his Body: Despite being. 1!
in‘and out of hospital, Jon refused to'give in'to
his injuries. and was'an internationagl s«imming
champicn by the end of 1977 belore deciding in
1984 fhot powetlifing sounded mare interesfing. By
1785 he was representing Great Britain in'the sporl
and competed at the 1992 Paralymgpics in Barcelona, ,
In 1993 he was coaching the first international team L
at the European Championships in Hungary and . = g
was head cooch and teom manager of the % _ i
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ParalympicsGB powerlifting tfeam that competed
at Athens in 2004, a role he reprised at the Beijing
2008 Paralympic Games. With a world altitude
record for wheelchair mountaineering, thanks to
a five thousand, six hundred and eighty-five metre
charity ascent up Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania,
and also the record for crossing Australia by
handcycle, it is something of an understatement
to say that Jon likes to ‘get involved'.

NEVER SAY NEVER

Jon's story is one of determination and self-belief.
For the first nine days after his accident, he was
in a critical state and recalls how devastated his
parents were. ‘| thought how dare | let what's

i out my future. | was having a twitch in my leg and
. they said it was just a spasm but I knew | was
¢ moving it. After a few weeks | could control it.'

Always good at sport, Jon decided to focus on
swimming after his accident. His charity work began
when he heard about a lady with a degenerative
eye disease who needed financial assistance.

‘l used to do a mile in the swimming pool, but | had
to start doing it faster in order to raise money for

¢ this lady. That started off my charitable side. We
. set up alink scheme for people with spinal injuries
¢ because lofs of them were leaving hospital with

questions and could feel very despondent. We'd
talk to them and give our personal experiences.’
With Jon climbing his way up the sporting ladder,
his charity work saw him making a different kind of
ascent. Working with Derek Groves, a Freemason
and fellow coach from the British Weightlifting

: Association for the Disabled, Jon reached the
. summit of Great Gable Mountain in the Lake District

in 1996, raising £4,000 in the process. ‘We needed
funds to send some female powerlifters to a world
championship in 1997 and made a version of

a wheelchair with skids rather than wheels. It was
totally wrecked by the end of the climb but we
goft the ladies to Colorado. Derek then suggested

something higher and | said Everest, then we
. thought about Fuji and then Kilimanjaro. There were
¢ certainly frials and tribulations on the way. It showed

me what my limits were and took me back to my
time in hospital, but we challenged the world.’

FEELING OF TOGETHERNESS

After completing the Kilimanjaro climb in 1998,

. Jon was presented with a magnificent ceremonial
. sword by the Wilkinson Sword company. Feeling
i it far too grand an object to be sat on his wall at

home, Jon, with the assistance of Glyn Hibbert,
another fellow coach and Freemason, arranged for
the sword to be given to Castle Lodge, No. 1436, in
Sandgate, Kent, which in return made a charitable
donation to the British Wheelchair Foundation.

That same year, Jon was asked to deliver a

talk about the Kilimanjaro ascent at a Middlesex
¢ masonic sports lodge. With the lodge also giving

a donation to the foundation, and continuing to
support the charity long after the speech, Jon
found that he liked the community aspects of
Freemasonry and in 2006 joined the Saltford Lodge,
No. 8633. ‘If's very relaxed so | can fit it around my
schedule — you can give up every night or treat it as

¢ ahobby. | like the fact that you can do good things
¢ in a discreet way and I'm happy to be a part of it.’

et 0101 of suppon around nrehabiation or ‘THIS WAS THE FIRST PARALYMPIC
spinal injuries and | thought, I'm going to move g GAMES WH E RE CROW DS FI LLE D

forward rather than see myself as being limited.

Iwos‘rold‘c.lll the Thingslcouldn’frdo.Thg doctors 5 THE STAN Ds AND PAID FOR IT.
brevious potiots ot s demineve roscet - RIO 2016 HAS BIG SHOES TO FILL
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Reflecting on a glorious summer of sport in the UK,
i Coe, chairman of the

Jon believes there was something special about
the 2012 Paralympics. ‘We have a better perspective
on disability in the UK. I haven't seen anything in
previous Games that matches the way we work
with people with disabilities. This was the first Games
where the crowds filled the stands and paid for it.
In Seoul and Beijing, the stands were filled but that
was government driven. The US didn't run a great
Games in 1996, and maybe even moved it back a
few steps. Sydney raised the bar again but London
pushed it even higher. Rio 2016 has big shoes to fill.’

Asked how he feels about helping to organise the 5

Paralympics, breaking world records and competing
for Great Britain, Jon downplays his achievements.
‘My awards are in the loft, | never put them in the
cabinet,’ he says, clearly far more interested in
challenging people to challenge themselves. ‘You
could call it bloody-mindedness, but you should
always believe in yourself. There were so many things

| was told | couldn’t do and my approach has been
to say, “Well maybe | can't, but I've got to fry.™ o ‘

freemasonrytoday.com

Jon with Lord Sebastian

London Organising
Committee for the

i 2012 Olympic and
i Paralympic Games
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HANDCYCLING
AUSTRALIA

Jon Amos cycled into the record books when

he powered across Australia on a handcycle

in 1999. He rode from Darwin to Adelaide on

a cycle designed with hand pedals. Using his
arms for propulsion, he completed the journey
in just over one hundred and forty-one hours,
covering one hundred miles a day and reaching
top speeds of twenty-five miles per hour. Filmed
by the BBC during the ride, Jon said: “This has
superseded all that I've done before. I'm finding
out new things about myself. [The trip] was to
create awareness from an able-bodied point of
view of what people with disabilities can achieve.
But it was also to show disabled people what
they can achieve if they want to!
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The Brennan JB7 will
change the way you listen
to your CD collection - forever!

FOR 2012

Download or
\ play music
N from your

One simple button
will play your entire
collection at random!

Built-in hard drive -
loading each CD takes
JUST 3 - 4 MINUTES!
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Album and track Combines tracks in No bigger than Find the music
names are ways you would an average you want to hear
automatically added! never dream of! hardback book! in SECONDS!

* VOTED 'BEST BUY' BY WHAT HI-FI. RECOMMENDED BY GRAMOPHONE MAGAZINE AND SUNDAY TIMES. *

How many CD's do you own and never play? Think of the money they cost, the space they take up.
Well, now thanks to one man'’s brilliant invention, you'll find yourself listening and falling in love with your

music collection all over again.

No more clutter, no more hassle, just every album you've collected over the years, every favourite track -
instantly available at the touch of a button. All from something no bigger than a hardback book. The
Brennan JB7 will even pick your music for you and play it back in a combination that will surprise,
entertain, amuse and even move you in a way you would never have imagined!

Mmisc | Massive CD

34%

Rock

Soundtrack 4%

Brennan JB7's
hard drive

Classical

1%

Blues 5%
Country 3%

of 3.0 million
Folk 8%
Age3% Jazz5%

*See copyright
message on the
Brennan website

database on the

albums including
their track names.

® PUT AN END TO YOUR CD CLUTTER
® GAIN VALUABLE SHELF SPACE

® ALL OF YOUR MUSIC AT THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON

® PERFECT FOR ENTERTAINING OR RELAXING TO
® CONTROL FROM YOUR ARMCHAIR

® COMPILE PLAYLISTS QUICKLY AND EASILY

® TAKE ADVANTAGE OF CHEAP CD PRICES

contains the titles

Additional features: © Seven rainbow colour coded
playlists O Segue function blends one track into the next
O One touch record from vinyl, cassette or radio O Use it
with existing hi-fi or on its own © Plays MP3 downloads -
future proof O Credit card size remote control

Buy it, load it, play it and if you still don't love it -
WE'LL GIVE YOU YOUR MONEY BACK!

If the Brennan JB7 isn't right for you - gives us a call and we
will arrange to come and collect it and give you a full refund -
we can even arrange collection from a place of work.

There really is nothing quite like the revolutionary Brennan JB7 for the price.
Re-connect with your music TODAY!

ALSO AVAILABLE DIRECT. To order visit www.brennan.co.uk

“At last | can get rid of the racks
of CDs in my living room"

“Quite honestly it's the best thing
I've bought in years!"”

OVER
30,000
ALREADY
SOLD!

A

The face behind the Brennan JB7

Martin Brennan has worked with
Sir Clive Sinclair and Lord Alan Sugar and
has designed over 20 silicon chips in his
career. Ever since CDs were invented Martin
longed for a CD player that would hold his
entire disorganised CD collection.

He wanted something as simple to use as
a light switch but at the same time
something that would let him find a

particular track without leaving his armchair.

Martin
Brennan

In 2006 the record companies said unequivocally that
they are happy for you to load your own CDs onto a hard
disk but the Advertising Standards Authority have asked
us to tell you that it is unlawful to copy material without
the permission of the copyright holder. Confused? Find

out more and have your say at www.brennan.co.uk.

brennan



RAPHY AT WAR

DAMBUSTERS
CAPTURED

While much is known about the endeavours
of the Dambusters, Squadron Leader

Jerry Fray's more covert role of photographing
the resulting destruction is far less familiar

- 4




PHOTOGRAPHY AT WAR

Imost seventy years ago, the Royal Air

Force No. 617 Squadron or ‘Dambusters’

used a specially developed bouncing bomb

to attack the dams that supplied hydro-
electric generated power to Germany’s industrialised
Ruhr valley. The aim was to bring the German military
to a halt by denying power to the factories that
would build the machines and ammunition required
for Adolf Hitler’s war.

Operation Chastise was carried out on 16-17 May
1943 and its success is the stuft of legends. Barnes
Wallis’ spectacular feat of engineering allowed a
bomb to bounce across water until it struck its target,
before sinking to explode underwater. The Mohne
and Edersee dams were breached, causing catastrophic
flooding of the Ruhr valley and the Eder valley.

Iconic photographs showing Germany’s submerged
industrial heartland quickly found their way onto the
front pages of British newspapers. The images were
taken during a lone flight in an unarmed plane on

The series of photographs
that were captured in
: May almost seventy years
. ago still resonate today

32

17 May by Frank Gerald Fray — or ‘Jerry’ as his friends
called him. A flying officer in the Photographic

. Reconnaissance Unit, Jerry had flown in a specially

adapted sky-blue camouflaged Spitfire to capture

. the devastation wreaked by the Dambusters’ raid.

¢ Jerry’s identity was only revealed in 2001 by the RAF
. and brought to the public’s attention through an

interview in The Sunday Telegraph in the same year.

. ‘I could see the industrial haze over the Ruhr area and
. what appeared to be a cloud to the east. On flying

closer I saw that what had seemed to be cloud was the

¢ sun shining on the floodwater; said Jerry. ‘Tlooked down

into the deep valley which had seemed so peaceful

. three days before, but now it was a wide torrent’

With his photographs proving to be a massive
morale boost to the British public, Jerry had written

. himself into the history books. Born in Bristol, and
¢ the eldest of three children, he was educated at the
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MOEHNE'DAM

(After ottock)
K 1558
Neg. N? 24686

Photography: Greg Funnell

City of London Freemen’s School in Ashtead, Surrey.
With war imminent in 1938, Jerry’s parents were

. not enthusiastic about his desire to become a pilot
so he volunteered for the army and joined the Royal
Engineers. Shortly after the outbreak of war, he was

© sent to France and attached to the No. 4 Squadron
at Mons en Chaussée. Evacuated from Dunkirk
in 1940, Jerry was transferred to the RAF for pilot

. training shortly afterwards. His early flying training
was at the No. 4 Elementary Flying Training School

. in Brough, followed by advanced training at the No. 9
Service Flying Training School in Hullavington, where
he gained his pilot wings and was commissioned

¢ into the RAF in January 1942.

. Electing for special duties, Jerry undertook specialist
navigation training before flying unarmed Spitfires at
RAF Benson. With his photography of the Mohne

- dam immortalising the exploits of the Dambusters,

freemasonrytoday.com 33
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Jerry was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and
later the Belgian Order of Leopold and Belgian Croix
de Guerre (with palm) for photographic work to help
the Belgian resistance.

After two successful operating tours, and with the
war ending, Jerry was posted to India to command
the No. 34 Squadron at Palam, Delhi. After the
partition of India he joined No. 80 Squadron in
Germany, still flying Spitfires, but in a tactical role.
Then followed a period as a regular officer with No.
613 (City of Manchester) Squadron Royal Auxiliary
Air Force, and two and a half years in Greece with
the RAF Mission. Twelve months at the Staff College
at RAF Bracknell preceded various staff appointments
at Fighter Command and RAF HQ in Germany.

In 1963, Jerry took early retirement and for several
years was involved in management training with
the British Productivity Council in London. It was
at this time that he began his masonic career. By
all accounts an enthusiastic Freemason, Jerry was
initiated into the Daedalus Lodge, No. 3843, in 1963.
He joined the Pegasus Lodge, No. 5637, in 1965,
where he was installed as the Worshipful Master
in 1979. Jerry finally retired to Somerset in 1981.
Becoming Provincial Assistant Grand Director
of Ceremonies in 1985, he was appointed London
Grand Rank in 1990 before being promoted to Past
Provincial Grand Superintendent of Works in 1991
and to Past Provincial Grand Sword Bearer in 1999.

Just two years after his interview had been
published, Squadron Leader Jerry Fray died on
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The Mdhne dam after
being bombed by the
No. 617 Squadron of the
RAF, better known as
the Dambusters, during
Operation Chastise.
Image found in German
archives post war

T ——

26 June 2003. He had lived long enough to celebrate
the sixtieth anniversary of the Dambusters and his
remarkable flight over the Ruhr valley. Ten years later,
his contribution to the war effort still resonates in an
evocative series of black and white photographs that
were captured at first light on that May morning.
“The whole valley of the river was inundated with
only patches of high ground and the tops of trees

and church steeples showing above the flood, said
Jerry in the final remarks of the newspaper interview,
‘I was overcome by the immensity of it! o
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In 1737, HRH Frederick Lewis,

Prince of Wales, was the
first Royal Family member
tfo become a Freemason

With members of the Royal
Family carrying out a vital role
in Freemasonry, John Hamill
counts the line of princes and
dukes who have played their part

over the past three hundred years

his year, the nation rightly celebrated
the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty The
Queen, but there is another significant
royal and masonic anniversary of which
many of the Craft may not be aware.

It was the two hundred and seventy-fifth
anniversary of the initiation of HRH Frederick
Lewis, Prince of Wales, the first member of the
English Royal Freemasons, on 5 November 2012.
The eldest son of King George I, Frederick Lewis
did not come to the throne, as he died in 1751
at the early age of forty-four. This was some nine
years before the death of his father, who was
succeeded by Frederick Lewis's son George, who
went on to reign for sixty years as King George |Il.

Frederick Lewis was made a Freemason
in what was termed an ‘occasional’ lodge,
presided over by the Reverend Doctor JT
Desaguliers, Grand Master in 1737. In the fashion
of the day, the prince was made both an
Entered Apprentice and a Fellowcraft at the
meeting. A month later, another occasional
lodge was held and he became a Master

freemasonrytoday.com
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Mason. Due to lack of records for the period,

we have no information as to what Frederick Lewis
did in Freemasonry, other than that in 1738 he was
Master of a Lodge. We know this because in the
same year, the Reverend Doctor James Anderson
published the second edition of The Constitutions

of the Free Masons, which has a wonderfully flowery
dedication to the prince ‘now a Master Mason

and Master of a Lodge’'.

It would be interesting to speculate if Frederick
Lewis discussed Freemasonry within his family, for
one of his brothers and three of his sons went on

to become Freemasons. The youngest of his sons,
Henry Frederick, Duke of Cumberland (1745-1790),
had rapid promotions. He was initiated at an
occasional lodge on 9 February 1767; was installed
as Master of the Horn Lodge in April 1767 and in the
same month elected a Past Grand Master of the
premier Grand Lodge. In 1782 he became our first
Royal Grand Master and held that office until his
untimely death in 1790. He was also the first Royal
Brother to enter the Royal Arch, being exalted in
the Grand Chapterin 1772 and was its Grand
Patron from 1774 unfil his death.

Henry Frederick infroduced the next generation
of royalty to the fraternity, with sons of King George
lIbecoming Freemasons. Three of them went
on to serve as Grand Master: George, Prince of
Wales (later Prince Regent and King George V)
succeeded his uncle as Grand Masterin 1791
and served until he became Prince Regent in 1812,
when he was succeeded by his younger brother
Augustus Frederick, Duke of Sussex. At the same
time, their brother Edward, Duke of Kent, became
Grand Master of the Antients Grand Lodge.

With two royal brothers at their head in 1813, the
two Grand Lodges came together as the United
Grand Lodge of England, with the Duke of Sussex
as Grand Master. Sussex was determined that the
union would succeed, and put in place a number
of procedures that foday still form the basis of the

i government of the English Craft and Royal Arch.

The death of the Duke of Sussex in 1843 marked

¢ atwenty-five-year period without royal participation
for the simple reason that — with the exception of

© Queen Victoria's husband, Prince Albert - there

¢ were no princes of an age to join. That situation
was happily rectified in 1868 when the then Prince of
¢ Wales (later King Edward VII) became a Freemason
. on a visit to Sweden. In 1869 he was elected a Past
. Grand Master and in 1874 became Grand Master,
holding office until he came to the throne in 1901

. when he took the fitle of Protector of Freemasonry.

¢ The Prince of Wales was soon joined by two of

i his brothers, the Duke of Connaught and the Duke
¢ of Albany, and brought in his son, the Duke of

¢ Clarence. The Duke of Connaught succeeded his
brother as Grand Master in 1901 and was to be an
¢ active ruler until 1939. He was supported by his son
. Prince Arthur and by his great nephews, the then

Prince of Wales (later King Edward VIIl and Duke

of Windsor); the Duke of York (later King George VI);
and the Duke of Kent, father of our present Grand
Master. The Duke of Kent succeeded as Grand
Master in 1939 but his rule was cut cruelly short

when he was killed in an RAF air crash in 1942,

Today, English Freemasonry is fortunate to sfill

% have Royal support. HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of

Edinburgh became a Master Mason in Navy Lodge,
No. 2612, of which he is still a subscribing member.
HRH The Duke of Kent has been our Grand Master
since 1967 and his wise counsel and great support
in what has been a turbulent time for English

¢ Freemasonry, have been invaluable. His brother
¢ HRH Prince Michael of Kent has given long service
¢ as both Provincial Grand Master for Middlesex in

the Craft and as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of Mark Master Masons.

To look back on two hundred and seventy-five
years of Royal support is a wonderful sight and
something that English Freemasons hope will

¢ continue long into the future.
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Clockwise from top left: Edward, Duke of Kent; Henry Frederick, Duke of Cumberland; Augustus Frederick, Duke of Sussex; and Prince Arthur
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OPEN

FREEMASONS'’ HALL

DOOR

POLICY

With visitors invited to explore Freemasons’
Hall, director of the Library and Museum
Diane Clements explains to Caitlin Davies
how this is leading to greater transparency

ovent Garden is one of London’s tourist

hot spots and this sunny Saturday in

September is no exception. The area

is crowded with people sightseeing,
shopping and visiting bars. But at the end of Long
Acre, where it meets the corner of Great Queen
Street, is another city attraction altogether. It’s
a large, almost monumental, stone building with
little to identify its purpose to those who don’t know.

Come a little closer, however, and a plaque states
it was opened in 1933 by Field Marshall HRH The
Duke of Connaught, Knight of the Garter and Most
Worshipful Grand Master. This is Freemasons’
Hall and today it sports a welcoming sign as part
of the annual celebration of the capital’s architecture
— ‘Open House London’ Now in its twentieth year,
the scheme has seven hundred and fifty buildings
opening their doors for free, from iconic landmarks
to private homes. A steady stream of people head
through the Tower entrance to Freemasons’ Hall,
where a steward hands out a leaflet. “Welcome to
Freemasons’ Hall, he says. ‘It’s a self-guided tour’
‘People often walk or cycle past and have never

been in, says Diane Clements, who is overseeing
today’s proceedings and is director of the Library

. and Museum of Freemasonry. ‘People don’t know
. what they’re going to see — there is a sense of

amazement when they get inside, the building is
far more elaborate than you might think. The fact
that they can come in shows how open we are and

. helps address misconceptions about Freemasonry!

Diane has run the Library and Museum for
thirteen years, and relishes the opportunity to
work with a world-class collection of objects that

. have interesting stories to tell. “The public has

a continuing desire to learn about Freemasonry.
I'd like to think the Library and Museum has played
a part in improving their understanding’

. WANDERING AT WILL

Each year thirty thousand people visit the Library
and Museum, and most come for organised tours of

. the Grand Temple. Freemasons’ Hall has taken part

in Open House London since 2000 and the logistics
of running the event are considerable. ‘For Open
House we couldn’t get enough people through the

- doors using our usual guided method, explains

Diane, ‘so it’s the only time you are basically given
a leaflet and left to look around’ Her role is to
make sure that the two thousand, five hundred )

. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
freemasonrytoday.co.uk
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Diane is ready to

field questions in the
contemplative setting
of the Grand Temple

visitors on Open Day have ‘an enjoyable and
informative visit, and over the years she’s learnt to
always ‘wear comfortable shoes.

On the right of the cloakroom a sign shows visitors
where to start, then there’s a murmur of voices and
creaking of knees as people go up the stairs. The
building has a library feel to it, but this changes in
the first vestibule, which is flooded with glorious
yellow light reflected from the stained glass windows.

A man crouches to take a picture of a small golden
figure, part of the shrine designed by Walter Gilbert.
Meanwhile, a woman from West Sussex says she
wasn't sure what to expect: ‘My dad is in a lodge
and I always thought he just meant he went to a room
somewhere. But it’s fantastic. It’s really beautiful’

Another visitor, Dermot, just happened to walk
past this afternoon. And what did he imagine was
inside? “That’s the thing, he replies, ‘I didn’t know
what to expect’ For a lot of people it is curiosity
that has brought them here today.

‘All our buildings are chosen for the quality of their
architecture, that’s our criteria, explains Victoria
Thornton, director of Open-City, which runs Open
House London. ‘Some, like Freemasons’ Hall, may
have a quiet facade, behind which lies real exuberance’

In the second vestibule, steward Peter Martin
is presiding over a table of free literature and says
the event is even busier than last year. Eric from
Kent has been to several Open House events today.

‘I started at Lloyds and worked my way along Fleet
Street. I've seen Unilever and Doctor Johnson’s
house... the stained glass is awesome here’

The question of gender is a popular one. In the
third vestibule a woman asks a steward if only men
can join Freemasonry. He explains women can join
one of two Grand Lodges in England, but they are not
allowed in the men’s Grand Temple, and vice versa.

In the Grand Temple there are fold-down seats
like a theatre and it’s here that many visitors take
the opportunity for a rest. Voices are respectfully
hushed. ‘It is contemplative, says Diane. “There’s
never a huge noise in here. It’s not like the Sistine
Chapel — we don’t have to say “Quiet please’” One
steward answers a barrage of questions about rituals
and pledges. ‘Is it true the Queen is a Freemason?’
asks one visitor. The answer is no.

An outside walkway leads to the Library and
Museum where an exhibition traces the relationship
between Freemasonry and sport. The tour ends at
the exit on Great Queen Street, where members arrive
for their lodge meetings and are watched with interest
by departing visitors, one of whom takes a final snap. {»
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Jimmie Guthrie, riding a
Norton at an average speed
of 78.01mph, wins the Isle

of Man Senior TTin 1934

THE SOCIAL
CIRCUIT
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SPECIAL INTEREST LODGES

Born from a pure passion for motorcycles and
a desire to encourage young people into the Craft,
the Isle of Man Tourist Trophy Lodge is on the right
masonic track, as Ellie Fazan discovers
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Too old to fight

Since 1815 the Gurkhas have helped to fight
our wars and keep our peace. Gurkhas hold
13 Victoria Crosses and have served in most
of the major conflicts of the modern era.

If there was a minute’s silence for every
Gurkha casualty from World War Two alone,
we would have to keep quiet for two whole
weeks. But silence will not help the living,
the wounded and disabled, those without
military pensions following World War Two
service or redundancy, or those left
destitute by ill health or natural disasters.

There is no doubt that we in this country
owe the Gurkhas a debt of honour, and the
Gurkha Welfare Trust is seeking to repay that
debt. The work of the Trust is now vital to
the health, well-being and quality of life for
thousands of Gurkha old soldiers and their
dependants.

Please will you help us? Anything you can
send now will be gratefully received and
carefully used in relieving hardship and
distress among Gurkha ex-servicemen and
their dependants in Nepal.

TRUST

% e

Fe iy

This is Rifleman Lalbahadur Thapa (L) aged 93 and his younger brother Rifleman Dilbahadur
Thapa. Both served with 6th Gurkha Rifles throughout World War Two.

The brothers keep each other company on the five day walk they make every three months
from their home village to the nearest Gurkha Welfare Trust Area Welfare Centre to collect
their ‘welfare pension’. This money is their only source of income and all that stands between
them and destitution.

| would like to help these proud, gallant people who served Britain so well O L?;gségvis%%odigg”ssora Welfare Pensioner each month. I

and gave so much for my freedom. Here is my gift: ' I
1

L) £20neipsto [ £60 neips o L £240neipsto Ol £ NGO "

support a soldier/ support a soldier/ support a soldier/ my preferred amount

widow for one month widow for three months widow for a whole year AArESS. ...ttt 1
1

VISA/Mastercard/CAF card/Switch Valid from Expires 1

\/ ........................................................................................
o (111001100 (LD O .
GURKH A ISSVSVSghNO‘ D] |:| I enclose a cheque (tick if applicable) "

WELFARE The Gurkha Welfare Trust SIGNAIUIE. ..o 1

PO Box 2170 - 22 Queen Street - Salisbury SP2 2EX - Tel: 01722 323955 Data Protection Act. We may occasionally wish to contact you about our work. :
Fax: 01722 343119 - www.gwt.org.uk Registered Charity Number 1103669

If you would prefer that we do not, please tick here. O
FM2Dw12 |l



SPECIAL INTEREST LODGES

‘MOTORCYCLING IS T

ABOUT FRIENDSHIP e
AND IT ENGENDERS = N ey
A SPIRIT OF UNION. ' \ 2 '
THERE IS A SIMILAR
FRATERNAL BOND

BETWEEN FREEMASONS’

hen king of speed Charlie Collier won
the first Isle of Man Tourist Trophy
(TT) race in 1907, he wore a three-
piece tweed suit and was almost
disqualified for having pedals on his bike. In the early
days of TT, it wasn't uncommon to have to get off and
push, and the Mountain Circuit was basically a horse-
and-cart track; it was the duty of the first rider around
in the morning to open the gates along the way, and
the last rider was responsible for shutting them.
Collier’s average speed of 38.21mph may seem Joey Dunlop - famed
painfully slon by today’s standarc}s but the race was i%n('sohnﬂg?}'ﬁcﬁg
groundbreaking. From these rudimentary beginnings, B Ll [ oTricks
the event has developed into a world-famous annual
spectacle, and remains one of the most exciting road
races on the motorcycle racing calendar. Now, 105
years since T'T’s birth, a lodge on the island has been
consecrated to celebrate this illustrious history.
With many arriving by bike, 171 people came
from all over the UK to take part in the consecration
ceremony on 14 July. “The Provincial Grand Master
of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight rode up here with
his wife on pillion, and the next day we took him for a
guided spin around the TT track. It was a fantastic day,
enthuses Nigel Bowrey, Director of Ceremonies at the
Isle of Man Tourist Trophy Lodge. ‘After the formal
ceremony and the festive board that followed, we sat
around until midnight exchanging motorcycling tales!
A past racer who has owned 37 bikes, Nigel has
toured North Africa down to the Sahara, as well as
undertaking a two-month tour in Australia covering
nearly 8,000 miles. ‘I think my most epic journey was
a 10,000-mile trip across America and back’

BROTHERHOOD OF THE ROAD

The connection between motorcycling and
Freemasonry might seem a stretch, but there are
striking similarities in their code of conduct and
behaviour. “When you pass a motorcyclist on the road
you wave at one another. It is totally normal to engage
in conversation with someone on a bike that you meet
at a stop, because motorcycling is about friendship
and it engenders a spirit of union, explains Nigel.

‘And there is a similar fraternal bond between
Freemasons where you have a huge network of
people you can rely on, even though you don’t
necessarily know one another at the outset’ f e
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PUIT'S BEEN THE SUCCESS OF THE - slis &
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THE ISLE OF MAN TT LODGE" "¢

The Isle of Man link between Freemasonry and
motorcycling reaches back to the turn of the century.
In 1912, Lieutenant Governor Lord Raglan, one of
the men responsible for initiating road races, became
Provincial Grand Master of the Isle of Man, perhaps
forging the first connection. Today, the members of
the TT Lodge are all motorcycle enthusiasts, many
of whom are still heavily involved in the TT race and
other motorcycle events that take place annually.

With several other UK lodges sharing a passion
for biking, the TT Lodge is in good company. The
surge started in 2000 with the consecration of
the Lodge of the Chevaliers de Fer, No. 9732, in
Basingstoke. There is also the Sussex Motorcycling
Lodge, No. 9871, consecrated in August 2012. Some
lodges are named after TT alumni, including the
Mike Hailwood Lodge, No. 9839, the Graham Milton
Lodge, No. 9796, and the Joey Dunlop Lodge of Mark
Master Masons, No. 1881. Freemasonry in the UK
often has to work hard to retain, let alone increase,
membership, but the motorbike lodges are thriving.

“We want to broaden our appeal, particularly to
younger people. It’s been the success of the other
biking lodges that encouraged us to set up the Isle of
Man Tourist Trophy Lodge; says Nigel. “We want to
say to people, “We're not a bunch of tired old masons,
we're a bunch of active motorcycle enthusiasts with

an associated interest in Freemasonry.” O i
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¢ ABoldt, on an NSU, leads
i from Charlie Collier, on a

Matchless, during the 1911
Isle of Man Tourist Trophy

NEED FOR SPEED

The Motor Car Act of 1903 set the speed limit
in the UK at 20 miles per hour. Of course, most
cars couldn’t go this fast, and most people
didn’t have cars, but for the Automobile Club
of Great Britain and Ireland, it was a severe
dampener. How were they to test their new,
ever-more powerful machines, if they were
limited to crawling around country lanes?

So the club plotted. Secretary Sir Julian
Orde had a bright idea: his cousin Lord
Raglan was the Lieutenant Governor of the
Isle of Man. The Manx Government was
autonomous and not bound by the same
laws, so with some gentle persuasion from
Lord Raglan, they were encouraged to
permit public roads to be closed so ‘high
speed reliability trials’ could take place.

In 1904 the International Car Trials were
held there, with motorbike trials added
a year later. The first 125-mile race was won
by JS Campbell in four hours, nine minutes
and 26 seconds, with an average speed of
30.04mph, despite a fire in the pit stop.

Photography: Getty Images
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ETERNA OLYMP

A Division of Stephen Allen Menswear Group
FORMAL & CASUAL WEAR ¢ MASONIC & REGIMENTAL
Buy Without Risk - Money Back Guarantee

Leading British & European Brands
The largest independent menswear store in the Midlands.

3 Piece Morning Suits, 2 Piece Suits, Evening Suits, Tuxedos,
Jackets, Blazers, Outerwear, Shirts, Trousers Sweaters,
Evening Shirts, Ties, Shoes, Cufflinks
g A family business since 1961

We take great pride in offering high quality
Masonic wear at competitive prices.
If you see a competitor supplying the same

item for less we will beat that price by 10%

FMT Readers Offer
3 Piece Wool/Trevira/Lycra, Masonic Suit

£149.90

Available by calling our orderline, Quoting FMT
Masonic Suits also available from
Brook Taverner Magee Formal Attire
Alexander Jean Yves  Torre
www.samenswear.co.uk
or phone our order line 01384 377534
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0844 3511467 (local rate)
National and International Delivery
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Mercuare

The Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel
Call 0844 815 9045 to book your event

* 126 Bedrooms

¢ Adjacent to Leeds Castle

¢ Extensive leisure & spa facilities

¢ Largest event room in Kent

o |deal for events for 20-360 people

¢ France only 45 minutes away

TO0 Hotels soridwide

Email: csales.mercuremaidstone@jupiterhotels.co.uk
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DEMENTIA CARE

A new way of treating
dementia recommends
that you concentrate
on creating the best
possible quality

of life for people.
Andrew Gimson
finds out how RMBI
homes are pioneering
groundbreaking
techniques in

) dementia care

elen Walton speaks with some emotion

as she discusses providing good quality

care for people living with dementia.

As operations director at Dementia
Care Matters, an organisation that has become
closely involved in the provision of dementia care
in the homes run by the Royal Masonic Benevolent
Institution (RMBI), Walton draws a sharp distinction
between the right and wrong approach.

Care has traditionally been very institutionalised;

huge importance is attached to routine and the

i atmosphere in some homes is sterile. People with
. dementia are treated as passive recipients from
: whom no initiative is expected.

Walton is deeply concerned that this kind of
care still exists today, which can leave people
sitting in their chairs staring info space. She
believes strongly that it can be different, that
instead of being run with the greatest possible
efficiency, homes can concentrate on creating
the best possible quality of life. She emphasises
that although people living with dementia may
have lost their capacity for logical thought, ‘their
feelings are enhanced - feelings are what they
have left, and are stronger than before’.

For Walton, staff must encourage rather than
repress the natural inclinations of those they look
after. The first step is to relax any barriers between

¢ staff and residents. In a home where Dementia
Care Matters is called in to advise, the staff will
i getrid of their uniforms and the main meal of
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DEMENTIA CARE

the day will be eaten together. Once this happens,
it will not necessarily be apparent who is a member
of staff and who is a resident. The two groups will
be running the home together as friends.

Debra Keeling joined the RMBI four and a half
years ago. In her role as deputy director of care
she has a brief to bring in exactly this approach.
She is *hugely encouraged’ by the progress that
has been made: ‘The people who live in our
homes are now becoming much more involved.
We're really developing communities.’

The RMBI has seventeen homes in England and
Wales, accommodating more than one thousand
residents. Louise Baxter is home manager at an
RMBI home, Prince Edward Duke of Kent Court

in Essex. She tells the story of Nina Wainwright,
who arrived in the dementia support unit in 2008.
Mrs Wainwright, who was suffering from early to
mid-stage dementia, had great difficulty settling
in. Like many people, she felt disorientated by
leaving her own home. She would ask: ‘What is
this place? Why am | here?’

The staff became increasingly worried about
her happiness and welfare, so they arranged with
the catering contractor for Mrs Wainwright to start
working in the kitchen. Each morning, she comes
downstairs, goes to the kitchen and starts to wash
up and make herself useful. She believes she lives
upstairs in her flat and is employed to undertake
washing up as well as some waitressing duties. This
has given her a sense of purpose and allowed her
to feel once more in control of her life. Staff ‘join
Mrs Wainwright in her reality’ — they do not seek to
disabuse her of her beliefs.

Baxter believes that her diploma course with
Dementia Care Matters has certainly given her the
confidence to join people in their reality without
being accused of infantilising them. ‘It allowed
me to work in the way I'd always wanted to.’

Conventional methods for treating dementia
would confront the person with reality. When they
asked for their mother, for example, they would
be stood in front of a mirror and shown they were

Mrs Wainwright (left)

i helps outin the kitchen

i every morning, where she
¢ believes she is employed.
¢ This has given her a vital

¢ sense of purpose

i clearly far too old for their mother to still be alive.
Nowadays, there is a different approach. When
. aresident with dementia says they want to go

home, the best thing fo do is open the door and
let them go outside. ‘Once they're outside, the
urgency to get outis gone,’ says Baxter. ‘You can
then go and rescue them by saying something
like: *Oh hello, Mrs Jones. | live next to you. Would
you like to come and have a cup of tea with me?2™’
There are parallels between the care of children

and those with dementia. If a child is playing a
¢ game that depends on imagining that a toy is

real, you do not ruin things by telling them to stop
being so stupid, the model caris not real. Rather,
you enter into the child’s world in the same way
that you should with a person with dementia.
Keeling agrees: ‘While you should never lie to
people with dementia, if a resident asks for her

: mother, you could say: “Tell me about your
© mother. She sounds very special. Do you have

a photograph of her2”’ The RMBI has sent one

or two people from each of its homes to take

the diploma run by Dementia Care Matters, while

everyone else — from gardeners to frustees — have

attended courses run by the Alzheimer’s Society.
Dementia Care Matters has awarded Prince

¢ Edward Duke of Kent Court its Butterfly Services
. kite mark. Launched in 2010, the kite mark is

conferred after unannounced visits by auditors
who ‘observe the quality of interaction between
staff and people’ in a home. Six of the RMBI’s
homes have received the award and this work

is of the greatest value. By showing that there is

a better way to look after people with dementia,

¢ the RMBI and Dementia Care Matters are
© performing a public service of inestimable value. o
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Ladies Festival
Barnsdale Weekends

Hall Hotel : with The Oxford Spires Four Pillars Hotel

The Oxford Spires Four Pillars Hotel offers 4 star
luxury in Oxford City Centre. Our hotel offers
the highest standards of accommodation and
impeccable service.With the dreaming spires of
Oxford within walking distance, there is something
for everyone to enjoy.

Our Facilities include:

 Banquet seating from 50 - 150 guests

Dedicated sales teams with experience in running
Masonic Ladies Festival weekends

.

Tailored packages to suite your every requirement

Leisure facilities including indoor heated pool, spa -
bath, steam room, gym and beauty treatments

v  Extensive range of both traditional and
contemporary British cuisine prepared by our
team of accomplished Chefs

. * Recommendations for your evening
per person includes entertainment
Two nights accommodation and breakfast Ample, complimentary car parking on site

[ )

e Informal dinner on night of arrival

e Gala Dinner on Saturday evening Contact our sales office for more information !!I!
° U

[ )

Entertainment (resident D]) on 01865 324 666 or

R e spires.conference@four-pillars.co.uk
Full use of Leisure facilities P @fourp PIETARS
e Car parking for over 250 cars Visit our website www.four-pillars.co.uk/oxfordspires OXFORD SPIRES
Barnsdale Hall Hotel  Nr Oakham Rutland LE15 8AB Oxford Spires Four Pillars Hotel
Tel: 01572 757 901 www.barnsdalehotel.co.uk Abingdon Road, Oxford, OX| 4PS

HOTEL
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A Ladies’ Night at the
Mayfair Hotel, Bournemouth
for £69 includes:

Overnight accommodation and breakfast
6 Course banquet
Raffle prize for your charity
Extra nights £35 p.p. dinner, bed & breakfast

Phone now 01202 551983
info@themayfair.com
themayfair.com

Bath Road, Bournemouth BH1 2NW




ROYAL ARCH

A DEGREE
OF LATTTUDE

With the spread of the
Royal Arch across the
world creating different
rituals in each of the
countries it has touched,
John Hamill explains
why international
relations can be complex

n the news section of this issue there is a short
piece on the change of Grand Chancellor in the
Craft. That office has now been in place for just
over five years and the question has been asked
why, unlike the other ‘executive’ offices in the Craft,
there is no equivalent of the Grand Chancellor in
the Royal Arch? The simple answer is that, from
a combination of historical reasons and the close
administrative links between the Craft and Royal
Arch in England, there is little in the Royal Arch for
a Grand Chancellor to do.

There is no doubt among historians of the Royal
Arch that it originated within the British Isles.
During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
it quickly followed the spread of the Craft into
what were then the Colonies and became firmly
established in North America, the West Indies and
Caribbean, India, Africa, the Far East and Australasia,
in all of which it is still practised today.

The Royal Arch has spread
its wings throughout the
globe from Hungary to
the Caribbean

AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR,
ENGLAND WAS ASKED BY VARIOUS
EUROPEAN GRAND LODGES TO ASSIST
IN ESTABLISHING THE ROYAL ARCH

The Royal Arch, however, never took hold
in mainland Europe until the second half of the
twentieth century. Apart from a short-lived Grand
Chapter in France in the early nineteenth century,
there is no evidence for any Grand Chapter being
formed in Europe before the one attached to the
National Grand Lodge of France in the 1930s.

Scandinavian countries that have the Swedish Rite
do not work any of the degrees we have ‘beyond the
Craft) yet the degrees above the first three in the
Swedish Rite are regarded as being equivalent to, but
different from, our Royal Arch, Knights Templar and
Ancient and Accepted Rite degrees. In other European
countries and in Central and South America, the
Ancient and Accepted (Scottish) Rite and the Rectified
Scottish Rite were the preferred steps after the Craft.

EXPANSION IN EUROPE

After the Second World War, England was asked

by various European Grand Lodges to assist in
establishing the Royal Arch, leading to the erection
of Grand Chapters in Finland, the Netherlands,
Germany, Switzerland, Belgium, Italy, Hungary and
Estonia. That process continues today with English
Chapters meeting by dispensation in Bulgaria,
Russia and Macedonia. There are also Grand >

freemasonrytoday.com
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ROYAL ARCH

Chapters in Austria, Germany, Italy and Slovenia
set up under the American Royal Arch system.

There is an added complication in that not all
Grand Chapters work the same ritual. Some have
preliminary degrees that are taken between the
Craft and the Royal Arch. The closest rituals to the
English traditions are the Grand Chapter of Scotland
and those in Canada and Australasia — the majority
of whose founding Chapters originally worked under
either England or Scotland. Scotland works the same
Royal Arch ritual as England but requires candidates
to take the Mark Degree and the Excellent Mason
before they can be exalted into the Royal Arch.

The English and Scottish ritual explains to the
candidate how certain major discoveries were made
when the Children of Israel returned to Jerusalem
from their Babylonish captivity and were clearing
the ground for the rebuilding of Solomon’s temple
under Zerubbabel. The principal officers of English
and Scottish Chapters are Zerubbabel the Prince,
Haggai the Prophet and Joshua the High Priest.

While the import of the ceremony is the same in
Ireland and the US, the discoveries were made at a
different time, when the second temple at Jerusalem
was being built under King Josiah. Their principal
officers are King Josiah, Hilkiah the High Priest and
Shaphan the Scribe, although in the US - the Great
Republic — the High Priest is the senior of the three.
As in Scotland, Irish and American Chapters include
the Mark Degree and the Ceremony of Passing the
Veils as preliminaries to entry into the Royal Arch.

Add to these differences the unique relationship
between the Craft and Royal Arch in England
— the bicentenary of which we will be celebrating
next year — and you will begin to understand
how complex international relations are within
the Royal Arch. In all other constitutions the
Craft and Royal Arch are entirely separate. The
closest is Ireland, where the Grand Secretary is
always the Grand Registrar of the Grand Chapter
(the equivalent of our Grand Scribe E) and Chapters
bear the number and, in very many cases, the name
of the lodges to which they are attached.

ROYAL ARCH ACCEPTANCE

When, in 1813, the indissoluble link was forged by
the acceptance of the Royal Arch as an integral part
of pure ancient masonry, a number of links were put
in place to strengthen the relationship. In particular,
a preamble was made to the General Regulations
governing the Royal Arch which, in short form,
states that anything not specifically covered by the
regulations is to be considered as bound by the Book
of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge.

IN 1813 AN INDISSOLUBLE LINK WAS
FORGED BY THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE
ROYAL ARCH AS AN INTEGRAL PART
OF PURE ANCIENT MASONRY

The bicentenary of
the Royal Arch will be
celebrated in England
in 2013

1) :,'h- Sk

.

While the Grand Chapter is sovereign over the
regulation and administration of the Royal Arch, the
Craft is paramount and certain aspects remain in
its sole remit. This is particularly so in regard to our
relations with other constitutions. It is Grand Lodge,
on the recommendation of the Board of General
Purposes and its External Relations Committee,
which grants recognition to other constitutions. The
Royal Arch has a voice in such recommendations, as
the President of the Committee of General Purposes
of Grand Chapter is ex officio a member of the
Board and sits on its External Relations Committee.

As recognition has always been a Craft matter,
Grand Chapter does not formally recognise or
exchange representatives with other Grand Chapters.
It is, however, very happy to receive companions
from, and to allow its members to visit Chapters
under any Grand Chapter that draws its membership
solely from a Grand Lodge recognised by the United
Grand Lodge of England.

With all these differences, a companion wishing to
visit a foreign Chapter would be wise to seek advice
from the Grand Scribe E’s office in advance. o
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Samuel Windsor
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LUXURIOUS HEAVYWEIGHT

100% COTTON CHINOS
£ : 5 O A PAIR WHEN YOU
BUY ANY TWO PAIRS
We are delighted to offer you a unique opportunity
to purchase any pair of chino trousers from our
superb collection for just £35, or buy any two pairs
for only £60 and save 50% on the rrp.

These luxurious chinos from Samuel Windsor offer a
comfortable, classic fit and are beautifully constructed from tough
and hardwearing 100 per cent pure cotton. Perfect for work or
play, these versatile trousers come with a choice of either flat-front
or pleated construction, with five seasonal colours in each style.
They feature deep quarter pockets, two rear pockets and a sturdy

zip. All Samuel Windsor clothing includes a 30-day no quibble
worn or unworn guarantee with FREE returns.

All trousers are available to order in leg length 27", 29", 31"
and 33" and waist sizes 30" - 48".

PLEATED CHINOS FLAT-FRONT CHINOS

OFFER AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

“r0871 911 7044

QUOTE 27872

*Calls cost 10 pence per minute from a standard BT landline. Calls from other networks and mobiles may vary.

www.samuelwindsorshoes.co.uk/27872

1 Post to: Samuel Windsor (27872), PO Box 87, Brecon, LD3 3BE I enclose a cheque for £......vveumrreereereenneres made payable to SAMUEL WINDSOR :
1 . . 1
H COLOUR Qry LEG | waisT TOTAL OFFER (27872) Please write your name and address on the back of your cheque. Alternatively,
! please debit my Visa/MasterCard/Switch/Maestro card: !
1+ | Men’s Chinos H
1 - Mr/Mrs/Ms: Initials: Surname: 1
! Men’s Chinos i
Address:
' | pap £5.45 = !
i Total Postcode: Tel No: E
: PLEASE DO NOT SEND CASH. Offer subject to availability. Please allow up to 7 working days for delivery. Card No: :
1 If you are not completely satisfied with your purchase then return the item to us within 30 days, worn or 1
1 unworn, and we will refund you in full, no questions asked. Any unsuitable item can be returned using our Switch Issue No: Valid from date: :
1 FREE returns service, details supplied with every order. 1
1 PLEASE NOTE A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY [27872 ] | Expiry dace: Security Code™: “Last 3 digis on backofcard.
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FREEMASONS IN THE COMMUNITY

Ollie Harper of Chalfont St Giles
Youth Club’s Misunderstood
makes an impression




Photography: Anna Gordon

FREEMASONS IN THE COMMUNITY

MOVING
TOGETHER

An innovative competition run by Buckinghamshire
Freemasons is confronting stereotypes by giving
young people the chance to show why they care.
Sophie Radice reports from the ihelp finals

he atmosphere in Beaconsfield Masonic
Centre is buzzing with excitement. Five
youth groups from Buckinghamshire
have made it into the ihelp finals. Over
the afternoon each team will make
a presentation to a panel of judges to convince them
that they deserve the top prize of £5,000 to fund
their community project.
Each team is different. There’s Misunderstood,
a street dance group who have raised £4,000 to build
a youth club. The Leon School team has been making
beautiful bird feeders for a local old people’s home
and 1st Stokenchurch Scout troop has been running
respite camping weekends for young carers.
Jan Smith from Leon School explains how much
being a finalist means to the competitors: ‘Most
of our kids have difficulties with learning, and
presenting the project to the panel is particularly
challenging for them. But being a finalist has been
such a boost and the responsibility of putting their
case forward has really increased their self-esteem’
The ihelp project is the brainchild of
Buckinghamshire Assistant Provincial Grand >

freemasonrytoday.com 59




The Biggest
Independent Family Run
Menswear Business
Store In Since 1912

England MENSWEAR

CLASSIC FORMAL
THREE PIECE SUIT

ARP=E Now made from the finest
P X worsted fabric, woven in England

Our price to you, only

I = o
ohiqualityymenswear

Complete outfit price, items are available separalely Biifunder one roof

Jacket and Waistcoat £104.95 49
- SPECIALIST

Striped Trouser £44.95 SIZES 34 - 62
Black Trouser £44.95

The cloth is highest quakty PURE WOOL & POLYESTER BLEND,

WOVEN IN ENGLAND BY THE Famous ALFRED BROWN miLL oo |11 B\ T\ 0] 1o} 3: 87 4:{] [ 3

There ane fowr inside pocrats m the jackel, the frousers have hwo back Guarantees Prom pt Delivery And Mone y
pockets, taped boltoms, and are hall inad for crease resistance = Back if Not Entirely R':‘f. E d
il L Enliredy Sats

and hard wear
Err]:.r.l lﬂf-[,'.llﬂ"ﬁ-"l'd.s rrmns;.r"-dr::}m

Dinner Suits from £139.50 = e

White Tuxedos from £89.50 FREEPHONE
Come and see us in our 10,000 sq foot store 0800 3890539

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9:00AM - 6:00PM [YouTl spoak drectly fo & rmermber of stall no butions fo press!)

Y n i in N ALL PRIGES APPLY TO SIZES UP TO 44" WAIST AND
ou wont be disappointed. 45° CHEST, LARGER SIZES COST SLIGHTLY MORE
C ek L]

CHEST

100-102 Hamiet Court Rd, Westcliff On Sea, Ezssex, 330 TLF

www.fields-menswear.com Tg|: 01702 352800 mon - sar 2:00am -6:00pm



FREEMASONS IN THE COMMUNITY

‘THERE WERE SO MANY NEGATIVE ARTICLES
ABOUT THE BEHAVIOUR OF YOUTHS AND IT
JUST SEEMED SO UNHELPFUL

o

The ihelp judges have
the difficult task of
choosing @ winner

Master Mike Stimson and ihelp’s president Eugene
Matthias. Three years ago, the two Freemasons
found themselves talking over a pint about the
mismatch between the young people they knew
and the poor image the press gave them.

‘There were so many negative articles about the
behaviour of youths and it just seemed so unhelpful.
We thought about how great it would be if there
was a Britain’s Got Talent-type contest to showcase
the good things that young people do for their
community, says Mike. The idea fitted in well with
initiatives set up in 2006 by the then Provincial
Grand Master Ray Reed to promote the work that
Freemasons do in the community, as well as talk
more freely and openly about their fraternity.

TURNING AN IDEA INTO IHELP

With approval from Ray and Deputy Provincial
Grand Master Clifford Drake, Mike and Eugene
worked together in conjunction with Provincial
Information Officer John Poulter and Chris Coombs
to roll ihelp out across the Province. “We thought up

freemasonrytoday.com

the slogan “Turn Hoodies into Goodies” and reached
out to Scouts, Girl Guides, Air Cadets, Duke of
Edinburgh Award scheme participants, youth clubs,

- church groups and schools. The response was

amazing, remembers Eugene.
Mike explains how the ihelp idea fitted in with
the concept of promoting Freemasonry within the

. community. “We already had a big display explaining
. the Craft, which goes round the local fétes and

community events. So ihelp was the next step,
he explains. “We wanted ihelp to be different. We

. wanted to encourage youngsters to be the leaders
. of tomorrow and the successful projects were those

led by the kids themselves, whether they’d been
running for a while or just got off the ground.

. Overall, we wanted to ensure that each project
. embodied our values of friendship, decency and

charity. That’s the modern way of explaining
brotherly love, relief and truth’
With the ihelp team constantly being asked to

. give talks about the project, there has been a great

deal of interest in ihelp from local authorities,




FREEMASONS IN THE COMMUNITY

1st Stokenchurch
Scouts celebrate
their £5,000 win

‘WE WANTED TO ENSURE THAT EACH PROJECT
EMBODIED OUR VALUES OF FRIENDSHIP,
DECENCY AND CHARITY’

Gordon Robertson, Provincial Grand
Master for Buckinghamshire, and his
wife, Fran, enjoy the show

district councils and local businesses. Freemasons
in other counties are now considering taking up the
competition and there has been support from the
Grand Master, HRH The Duke of Kent, who visited
Buckinghamshire in the summer of 2010 to see
Freemasonry in the Community projects.

Promoted around the Province through town and
village shows, the ihelp project is now in the fabric
of Freemasonry in Buckinghamshire. It was through
these shows that John made contact with Sir David
Jason, who agreed to back the scheme.

COMPETITIVE CAMARADERIE

Back at the competition, the teams are waiting to
make their presentations. Each team is cheered
when they go to present in front of the panel and
when they come back there is a feeling of real
camaraderie rather than rivalry. In the hall where
the presentations are being made, the judges do
their best to put the young contestants at ease.
One of the judges, Clifford, is asked to be part of
the Misunderstood dance troop and he rises to the

occasion. Donning a large gold chain and a backwards
cap, he shows himself to be surprisingly good at

. following the street dance routine.

With all the presentations making convincing
cases for why they should win, the judges have

- aparticularly hard job this year in deciding who
¢ should take first prize. In the end it goes to the

1st Stokenchurch Scouts, whose presentation,

. although perhaps lower key than some of the others,
. proves to be such a worthy cause that the judges
¢ felt they could best benefit from the top prize.

Leon School and their temple-like bird feeders

- get the second prize of £1,000.

After a long day with a lot of laughter and some
tears, each team comes away smiling with a generous

. cheque in their hands. As Emily and Chloe from the
© 4th Taplow and Hitcham Guides, who raised money
to take children with severe joint problems skating,
¢ enthusiastically explain: “We got so much out of
- coming here today and being runners-up. It was

. a great experience learning how to speak to an

audience and present our case. We loved it €
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3-PIECE MORNING SUITS FROM £215.00
(SMALL SURCHARGE ON 48" AND OVER)

IO URINTY cafsswiah Axt LOUNGE CRTTRNE]
MR LT AT EXCER i
By METLUEs POSTAL SEHVICE AVAILANCED
Call now Tor our HEW Brochirs,
WaLLLERE CLoTwidg Sromcs LiMITED
38 GREAT PORTLAND STREET, (200 METRES OXFORD CIRCUS TUBE STATION)
LONDON W1W 8QY
TEL: 020 7637 2332 FAX: 020 7637 2331
E-MAIL: wallersclothing@btconnect.com

The Royal College of
Surgeons of England

Legacies and donations provide a
vital source of income and allow

us to advance surgical standards
and improve patient safety.

For further information on leaving a legacy
please contact Nicola Extance-Vaughan at
development@rcseng.ac.uk or 020 7869 6086

_} Exclusive Ladies

r Festival packages at
€=~ SMITHS COURT HOTEL

Overlooking the sea in Margate, Smiths Court Hotel caters for up to 100 guests
and provideds a tailor-made product with award-winning service.

Prices start from £130 per person,

dependent on numbers, and our full

weekend package includes:

« Friday night a la carte dinner

« Saturday night 7+ course Festival
Banquet (menu chosen by you)

« Entertainment on both nights

« Midnight sandwich platters on the
Saturday

« Table dressing, flower arrangements,
toastmaster and pianist

« Activites and extras can be arranged to
suit all tastes

Our fully bespoke programme suits each individual Lodge, including Saturday
night only packages from £87.50 and Banquet only packages from £45.

But don’t take our word for it:

“Thank you and your staff for a fabulous
weekend. It was a pleasure to deal with
such an efficient and caring organisation...
Everything that you organised for us was
1st class...

We were amazed at the quality of the food
and way in which it was presented and
served.

Smiths Court Hotel may have a 3 star rating
but you give a 5 star service.”

We offer a complimentary overnight stay to the Master, Festival Secretary
and partners to finalise arrangements and sample our menu.

For more information, or to book, please call 01843 222310
or email info@smithscourt.co.uk quoting MAS11.
Alternatively, visit www.smithscourt.co.uk

Smiths Court Hotel - the only thing we overlook is the sea

Surgery saves lives, relieves pain
and improves quality of life.

That is why we invest in surgical research,
education and training.

ADVANCING SURGICAL STANDARDS
Registered Charity No. 212808
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¥OUR ARST CHOICE FOR QUALITY REGALLA

Craft Provincial & London Packages
A superb offer package, comprising: Full dress lambskin apron with badge.
F.D. Collar, Collar Jewel, Regalia Case, Free gloves and Cufflinks. Free Nameplate

Price includes Carriage & 20% VAT. Delivery approx. 3 weeks £184.99

Why not add UNDRESS Apron & Collar for only £89.00 extra

Mark Provincial Package

A remarkable offer which includes:

Full Dress Lambskin apron with badge, F.D. Collar, Collar jewel,
Breast Jewel, Mark Provincial regalia case,

Free Keystone Cufflinks .  Free case nameplate

Price includes Carriage & 20% VAT £229.00

Knight Templar Package

A full set of K.T. regalia - Finest quality, This offer includes:
Mantle, Tunic, Cap with cross. Belt & Frog, Black sash,

Gloves, Sword & scabbard, Sword case, Breast Star, Breast jewel
And it all comes with a soft regalia carrier - Unbeatable value.

Price includes VAT at 20% £329.99

Rose Croix Special Packages
18th. Degree package - Collar & jewel £96.99 |
30th. Degree package - Sash, Star, Collarette & Eagle jewel £164.99 %
31st. Degree package - Collar, Star Collarette & Eagle jewel £169.99
32nd. Degree package - Collar, Star, Collarette & Eagle jewel £179.99

Price includes Carriage & 20% VAT & FREE Cufflinks.

R.A. Provincial Package

Everything you need for your appointment, which includes:
Lambskin apron with badge, Provincial sash, 2” Collarette, Collar
Jewel, Breast jewel, - Free R.A. cufflinks.

Price includes Carriage & 20% VAT £185.00

Craft Centenary Jewels - No die charges .

20-29 Jewels £29.99 each 30-39 Jewels £25.60 each \ ' A g

40-49 Jewels £23.60 each 50-59 Jewels £21.99 each ‘Il 4 h":' *' =
The above prices include VAT at 20% % i

Crest Regalia Ltd. Nine Trees Tr. Est., Morthen Road, Thurcroft, Rotherham, 566 9JG
Website: www. masonsregalia.com Email: salesi@crestregalia.co.uk
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YOUR FIRST CHOMCE FOR QUALITY REGQALLA

Craft - Grand Rank Package

A superb set of quality regalia comprising: F.D. & U.D. Lambskin aprons.
Luxury - Gold plated stems to embroidery. Pockets to rear.

Full dress & Undress Collars, Gold plated collar jewel. Grand rank
regalia case with FREE nameplate, Free White gloves

Price includes Carriage & 20% VAT £549.99

Supreme Grand Chapter Package
Exquisitely embroidered Lambskin apron, Hand embroidered
Taus to sash & flap. Bullion wire fringe to sash. 4 Grand
Collar. Gold plated collar jewel.

If you require a case, deduct £5.00 from the case price below.

Price includes Carriage & VAT at 20% £225.00

Grand Mark Package

You will not find more ornate embroidery. Gold plated stems.

Full dress Apron and collar, Collar jewel and FREE cufflinks.
If you require a case for this set, deduct £5.00 from case prices
shown below

Price includes Carriage & VAT at 20% £325.00
Add Undress regalia for only £130.00 extra

Master Masons/W.M. Package
Economy in mind.. M.M. or W.M. imitation leather
apron with pocket. Top quality Regalia Case, Black tie
with shadow square & compasses. White gloves

Free case nameplate.

Price includes Carriage & VAT at 20% £89.99

Royal Arch Chapter - Companions Pack
Once again, economy in mind, but no compromise on quality.
Imitation leather apron with pocket to rear. Hand embroidered
Taus to sash & apron, Full size Breast Jewel.

Price includes Carriage and VAT at 20% £79.99

MM/WM case Imitation Leather - £47.00
Provincial case Imitation Leather - £55.00

Grand Rank case Imitation Leather - £69.00
Price includes carriage & VAT at 20%

Crest Regalia Ltd. Nine Trees Tr. Est., Morthen Road, Thurcroft, Rotherham, 566 9JG

Website: www. masonsregalia.com Email: sales@crestregalia.co.uk




EXCLUSIVE 30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE’ FOR READERS OF FREEMASONRY TODAY

The best cost-saving
energy device ever?

Experience an invigorating shower ' —
like no other —saving you water,
energy and money!

ntroducing the Jetstorm, the newest addition to

our groundbreaking range of revolutionary water,

efficient shower heads from Ecocamel. With several

years of scientific research, we have been able
to produce a shower head that instantly increases
pressure and performance to create an exhilarating
shower experience, whilst using up to 45% less
water. So confident are we that you’ll love your
new powerful shower, we’re offering Freemasonry Today
readers an exclusive 30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE*
and, for a limited time only, 40% off the RRP.

The science

This pioneering new shower head is called the Jetstorm
because of its patented dual valve ‘AirCore’ technology.
Developed to infuse a storm of minute air bubbles into
each droplet which are then blasted, jet like, onto your
skin... we guarantee you'll increase your shower’s power
instantly and using up to 45%" less water! The droplets,
now bursting with air, are so much lighter than normal and,
rather than just bouncing off you, they saturate and spread
all over your body — a sensational experience.

Save more than just water

These are tough economic times, with a ‘double-dip’
recession looming and energy prices set to rise by up to
19%, everyone is trying to cut their costs. The Jetstorm not
only helps cut your water bills but reduces your energy
bills too! Using less water means using less energy to heat
it, saving you ££££s on your energy bills — SIMPLE!

Do I have to call a plumber?

Absolutely not, it really could not be easier. It takes just a
few seconds to unscrew your existing shower head and
pop on your new water-efficient Jetstorm.

Which Jetstorm is right for me?

If you have a normal gravity, main-pressure or pump
system just order the Original Jetstorm. If you use a low-
pressure system or electric shower, ask for the Jetstorm E.

Water

ECOCAMEL

BRiTisH INVENTION
AND DEsIGN
BY RoBIN WHITFIELD

POWERFUL SHOWER POWERFUL SAVINGS

“We tried out five eco shower

heads checking their flow rate
and quality of experience.

Our favourite is the Ecocamel

Jetstorm, it felt powerful
and invigorating.”

Good Housekeeping
Institute

SAVE £20
WAS £49.95

NOw
< £29.95

Not sure which
one s right for you? .
Call one of our friendly experts on

0208 211 3666 — who will be happy to help.

Don't just take our word for it,
read what the experts say...

“(My husband) grudgingly admits the new model
works better than the conventional shower head
so it’s staying on the shower — much to my and the
household purse’s delight!”

Sarah Lonsdale — Sunday Telegraph

“Definitely one of the simplest ways to make financial
savings in the home without having to make too many
changes to your routine.”

Justin Harper — Daily Mail

“The Ecocamel was really impressive and I've trialled
a few aerated shower heads before, so | can honestly
say that it is one of the best, 10/10.”

Chris Haslam — House Beautiful

Even hotels have been clamouring
to make the savings!

“I made my decision to use Ecocamel for two reasons:
firstly the savings | made - the Ecocamel shower
heads will save me annually over £4,000 of combined
energy and water cost per hotel. Secondly, the shower
head gave a very refreshing and excellent experience
which is very important to our guests.”

Mr. T. G. General Manager, The Days Inn Hotel, Hyde Park

We were even featured on Sir Lord Sugar’s ‘The
Apprentice’... fame indeed!

Warter
] " womgymes MANAGEMENT AWARD
%H'Hl-thT MYARDS FOR OUR CONTRIBUTION TO
[T (] WATER MANAGEMENT

e IN THE UK

Start enjoying your new powerful shower today and begin to save water, energy and money!

Call 0208 211 3666 or visit ecocamel.co.uk quote FT013 when ordering

Alternatively fill out our priority order form below and send to:
FREEPOST ECOCAMEL - That's all you need to do, no stamp or address required. Please write in BLOCK CAPITALS.

*Use an Ecocamel shower head for 30 days, if you are dissatisfied for any reason, then please return to us for a full refund. *Independent testing at Liverpool John Moores University demonstrated average water savings of 40% compared to standard shower heads.

ECOCAMEL | Fros3

POWERFUL SHOWER POWERFUL SAVINGS

| enclose a Cheque/PO made payable to Ecocamel Ltd

YES please send me my or pay by credit/debit card:

Please tick as appropriate

Card
[ original Jetstorm £29.95+£2.95 p&p = £32.90 No. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
For standard systems [ | BLUE [ | GREY Name
[ ] Jetstorm-£ £29.95+£2.95 p&p = £32.90 Address
For electric and low pressure systems [ ]BLUE [ | GREY Start Date Expiry Date
[ ] 2 Jetstorm's SAVE £10  £49.90 +£2.95 p&p = £52.85 ‘ ‘ ‘ / ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ / ‘ ‘ ‘
For standard systems [ | BLUE [ | GREY ssue No. Security Code .
(1 2 Jetstorm-E's SAVE £10 £49.90 +£2.95 pgp = £52.85 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ey - ostL.ode
For electric and low pressure systems [ | BLUE [ | GREY Email

Signature

GRAND TOTAL: Telephone

If you do NOT wish to receive further SPECIAL OFFERS from us, or from companies we
recommend, please tick this box [

POST TO: FREEPOST ECOCAMEL - No stamp or address required. Please write in BLOCK CAPITALS.
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60 Great Queen Street
London WC2B 5AZ

Tel: 020 7395 9261

Fax: 020 7395 9295
info@the-grand-charity.org
www.the-grand-charity.org

Find us on Facebook and
follow us on Twitter

CHARITIES UPDATE

Shown (I for): Richard and Diana Hone, Hugh and Laura Chapman, Tim Pearce Higgins, Peter Lowndes, Carola and
Rodney Wolverson, Margaret Pearce Higgins, Alistair Townsend and David Cuckow

Retiring this month, Roger Freeman is
returning home to Cornwall after five years
managing the Masonic Relief Grants team
at the Grand Charity office in Freemasons’
Hall, London. Roger has been an influential
force within the team, providing information
and expertise gained during a careerin
the Civil Service spanning 40 years.
Roger’s role as an area manager in the
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP)
provided him with knowledge that proved
invaluable when he became Provincial
Grand Almoner in Cornwall, a position he
held from 1992-2007. He brought this same

freemasonrytoday.com

The twenty-seventh annual Festival
for The Freemasons’ Grand Charity was
held in September at Queens’ College,
Cambridge, under the presidency of
Rodney Wolverson, Provincial Grand
Master of Cambridgeshire. Pro Grand
Master Peter Lowndes was in attendance,
to acknowledge the impressive £1,283,164
raised by Freemasons in Cambridgeshire.
Grand Charity President Richard Hone
was thrilled with the generosity shown,

Roger Freeman — an influential force

remarking: ‘It has been an honour to
attend this wonderful event in Cambridge,
showcasing the culmination of this
festival on behalf of the Grand Charity.
The total amount raised is truly
inspirational, especially considering

the many economic pressures of recent
times. Thank you to all those who worked
so hard to raise these funds, we will
ensure they are put to good use helping
people in need.

i expertise to the Masonic Relief Grants

i team, playing a crucial role in ensuring

© that applicants received guidance on
available state benefits, in addition to the
help available from the central masonic

: charities. Roger will be missed by everyone
. at the Grand Charity for his hard work and
i dedication over the years.

‘It has been an honour to work alongside
so many Provincial Grand Almoners, assisting
them in their demanding role, helping
thousands of people in need,’ said Roger.

‘It would not have been possible without
support from the Masonic Relief Grants
team, all of whom are extremely dedicated.
| am certain the feam will continue to
strengthen, and | wish all the best to

i everyone at the central masonic charities.’

67




CHARITIES UPDATE

_.5am -:'f.p-l|.'!l

AR
Q&

Health and Carg Support

60 Great Queen Street
London WC2B 5AZ

Tel: 020 7404 1550

Fax: 020 7404 1544
info@msfund.org.uk
www.msfund.org.uk

How the Masonic Samaritan
Fund is giving a new lease
of life to a Leicester couple...

Sue Jacobs suffers from lymphedema
and spinal stenosis, which causes
persistent agonising pain and
weakness in her lower back. She
suffered constant falls getting around
her home and underwent major
spinal surgery last year to prevent

the gradual loss of feeling in her legs.
The surgery has hopefully prevented
further paralysis but has left her
requiring a wheelchair. Her husband
Mike's search for help led him

to the MSF, who welcomed an
application for a wet room, entry
ramps and a custom-designed power
chair for Sue.

‘The support from MSF more than
exceeded our expectations and has
taken the burden of worry from our
minds,’ said the Jacobs. The grant has
given Sue a new lease of life, as she
is now able to navigate her home
unaided. ‘The wet room has given
me my independence back and
my power chair allows me to move
around freely,’ said Sue. Mike is also

A new combination drug to help treat

the symptoms of Parkinson’s disease gave
Boo Beazleigh hope that a change was in
store for her husband, Brian. When her local
Primary Care Trust denied funding, however,
Boo turned to the Masonic Samaritan Fund.

ki

Sue is now able to move around
her home without help — all thanks
fo the MSF

delighted. ‘It felf like the MSF were
bending over backwards to help
Sue. We are so very grateful for their
assistance and support.

The UK's party mood,
evident throughout
the summer of
2012, continued
as the Province
of Warwickshire
celebrated the finale
of their Festival on
behalf of the MSFE.
Provincial Grand
Master David Macey
handed over a cheque
for £3,159,870 and
thanked the members
and their families
for their generous
support. Hugh Stubbs,
President of the MSF,
encouraged those
present to use their
new-found awareness
to identify others in
need of health and
care support.

Boo Beazleigh has been providing 24-hour

care for her husband, Brian, since 2006 when

his mobility and ability to communicate
became increasingly impaired as a result
of Parkinson's disease. Brian was confined
to a wheelchair due fo the fremors,
slowness of movement and muscular
rigidity associated with this painful iliness.
The Beazleighs' local Primary Care Trust
declined to fund a new combination drug,
Duodopa, but members of the Kentish

68

Round Table Lodge, No. 8685, stepped
in and turned to the MSF, who have now

been funding the freatment for three years.

‘As soon as he started treatment, the
improvement in Brian was startling,’ says
Boo. ‘I wheeled him into the hospital for his
first freatment and he walked out unaided
and caught the frain home. It was that

dramatic. He was able to articulate himself :

again, interact with our 10 grandchildren,
and linstantly saw an astonishing

improvement to his quality of life. | never
dreamed anyone would fund this
freatment for us. | am utterly astounded
and incredibly thankful to the MSF and
everyone who supports them to make
their work possible.’

The MSF supports Freemasons, their
partners, widows and dependants who
have a diagnosed health or care need.
For further details please contact the
fund or visit www.msfund.org.uk.
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60 Great Queen Street

London WC2B 5AZ
Tel: 020 7596 2400

Fax: 020 7404 0724
enquiries@rmbi.org.uk
www.rmbi.org.uk

All smiles from an Essex RMBI home resident

FLYING HIGH -
THE BUTTERFLY
KITE MARK

In recognition of their excellent care for
people with dementia, five RMBI homes
have been awarded the Butterfly Service
status kite mark.

3

The RMBI is committed to making its dementia care
service exceptional, and substantial investment in
training for staff over the past three years is now
benefitting the ever-increasing number of people
with the condition who are living in RMBI care homes.

A number of the homes, including the dementia
support units at Cornwallis Court in Suffolk, Prince
Edward Duke of Kent Court in Essex, Devonshire Court
in Leicester, Shannon Court in Hindhead and Albert
Edward Prince of Wales Court in Mid Glamorgan,
have received the acclaimed Butterfly Service status
kite mark, which is nationally recognised and
awarded by Dementia Care Matters.

Dementia Care Matters works with care providers
fo improve the quality of life for those residents living
with dementia. They believe that care should focus
on people, rather than policies, and this is tested
through unannounced visits by trained impartial
auditors. The audits are carried out using a
qualitative observational tool, and homes that
demonstrate exceptional dementia care achieve
the Butterfly Service status. The goal is fo make sure
that all RMBI homes with a specialist dementia
support unit work to obtain the award.

RMBI and Dementia Care Matters, turn to page 50

The RMBI needs continuous
financial support to carry

. outits invaluable work.
. The RMBI helps around 400 older

Freemasons and their dependants each
year, supporting people who are unable
to pay full care fees. Whether they have

. runout of personal savings or receive
¢ local authority support that covers

only part of the total cost of their care,
the RMBI can make up the shortfall,
providing charitable support to the
value of around £5 million a year.

Most of this amount is received from

. the funds raised by RMBI festivals,

as well as through generous donations
from individuals and voluntary groups.
This invaluable financial support ensures

- that they are able to continue helping
i those in need.

Recent outstanding contributions
include the very successful Walk the
Province initiative that was set up as
part of the East Lancashire 2015 RMBI

. Festival, which many local masons have

The Walk the Province
initiative finds its way
o the riverside

A FRIEND IN NEED

¢ participated in. The festival has raised
- over £1 million for the RMBI and hopes

to exceed this over the coming years.
The Friends of the RMBI is a small

¢ group of Freemasons who, for over

30 years, have been raising money
specifically for the Good Neighbour

. Fund, and through their efforts, and the

generosity of the fraternity, have raised
£565,392 to date. The Fund is used

¢ primarily to provide holidays for
¢ recipients of a relief grant from The

Freemasons’ Grand Charity. It can also
be used on a discretionary basis to assist

¢ those in immediate need.

During his year as President of the
Friends of the RMBI, Buckinghamshire

. Provincial Grand Master Gordon

Robertson has seen donations to
the charity reach a record £50,000.
He explained: ‘Our role has been to

¢ encourage members to organise events

and inspire everyone to be as generous as
possible. This fantastic amount will enable

¢ the fund to continue to help those whose
¢ lives have been changed in many ways.

freemasonrytoday.com
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CHARITIES UPDATE

60 Great Queen Streef,
London WC2B 5AZ

Tel: 020 7405 2644

Fax: 020 7831 4094
info@rmtgb.org
www.rmigb.org

The Festival Forum brings managers and
directors of current and future festival appeals
together. It gives them the opportunity to share
ideas and learn about the charities they are
raising vital funds for. There was no shortage
of experience this year, with delegates
attending from over 30 Provinces, having
raised almost £60 million between them in
support of the four central masonic charities.
RMTGB President, Mike Woodcock,
opened the event and introduced
representatives from the Provinces of
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Cambridgeshire, Leicestershire and Rutland
and Worcestershire, who shared their

experiences of the most recent festival appeals.

David Macey, the Provincial Grand Master
of Warwickshire, gave an address about the
impact that his festival has had on his Province.
Forum delegates heard from speakers
representing the central masonic charities,
including RMTGB Chief Executive, Les
Hutchinson. It was heard that festival
donations were more important than ever,
particularly in view of increasing calls for

An array of masonic fundraising talent gathered at Freemasons’ Hall in
October for the 2012 Festival Forum, an annual event organised by the
RMTGB on behalf of the four central masonic charities.

Clockwise from
top left: Mike
Woodcock
welcomes
delegates to

the Festival Forum;
much lively
discussion took
place; more

than 50 delegates
attended
representing

over 30 Provinces

charitable support — over 5,000 Freemasons
and dependants have received assistance
during the past 12 months alone.

Delegates were briefed about the increasing
number of services that are available to festival
and other masonic fundraisers, which have
been developed by the charities in response to
the increasingly professional nature of modern
fundraising. RMBI President, Willie Shackell,
closed the forum by offering a message of
thanks to all those who work so hard to
support the four charities.




FREE: The Consumers Guide to Hearing Aids,
with up-to-date, intensive,advice on the new
world of hearing aids. Essential for anyone who
is considering buying or updating a hearing aid.

201

There are 22 manufacturers of hearing aids worldwide,
all with different family models.

They use different names for common hearing aid
techniques. Each year more models are added.
Choosing an aid can be a minefield.

The 32-page Consumers Guide reviews more than
450 aids so you can understand how they work.

CONSUMERS

THE WORLES R INBDFEMDENT SOURCE OF HEARING Wb COMPLRTEONT

It could save you hard earned cash. g as e o
The FREE Consumers Guide to Hearing Aids takes you through i } NEw oc
four types of hearing aids: R
The BASIC digital hearing aid and ENTRY LEVEL digital aid 18th edition. E \ p—
The first commercial digital hearing aid came on the market | e
in 1996 and was revolutionary, using a microchip which uPdﬂfed | §@ i
could regulate incoming sounds. l e el
These two types of aids have some refinements and are on sale every
under cheap or two-for-one offers.

For a price range see our Consumers Guide year.

The ADVANCED digital hearing aid Sent

The microchip opened the doors to new techniques to improve hearing.

The advanced aid took in sounds and processed them through Post

different channels.

Its aim was to make you hear more clearly. It cut down the volume

of unwanted noise, controlled background noise and feedback and
whistling. Some use directional microphones, making sounds much
more clearer and you could tell where they came from. Of course,there
were more changes for the aid to deal with. Modern technology e.g.
bluetooth, the mobile phone all brought problems.

For a price range see our Consumers Guide.

The PREMIUM digital hearing aid

This aid has all the latest automatic and innovative features and is

|8th year - costs £5.99 now FREE!

What a new hearing aid
should do for your hearing

designed for the active person who wants to get around, as opposed
to those who just use their aid at home.

The microchip processor is capable of making huge changes

in a fraction of a second.

It can also memorise your particular hearing needs, in your own
personal programmes, so that the aid works exclusively for you.

For a price range see our Consumers Guide.

The FREE Consumers Guide also explains
Why the latest models are so popular. How small the

A new digital hearing aid should improve your hearing to:

@ give you clarity of speech and conversation like you have
never experienced before.

@ allow you to hear someone you want to hear in a group
conversation without any trouble, be it at a meeting,
in a restaurant, or just talking one-to-one.

@ makes you at ease with the telephone. Have immunity
to interference from mobile phones.

@ reduce background noise to its proper place in the
background so it does not invade your hearing.

@ climinate feedback and whistling.

@ let you watch TV normally with your friends and family.

receive details of new digital aids from our associates, ring us:

*Telephone/ Mobile Number (we cannot despatch without all details)

Freephone 0800 074 3960

(Please quote ref A271CDW)

Lines open 8am-8pm weekdays 10am-4pm weekends
or to receive it by post fill in and send the coupon

Email
Phone

Mobile

or send coupon today (No STAMP REQUIRED) to:

Digital Hearing Aid Information Service(A271CDW)
Freepost LON15651 London, SE1 1BS

The information we will send you will be from our authorised associate for your area. If you do not wish to receive additional information by mail
phone, email or otherwise please advise. Certain hearing aids may not always be available in all areas and may not help all types of hearing loss.

new invisible ads are. Prices you can expect t0 pay. [The Consumers Gude s { “piease send mac your Fros MagasineiTre Corsamars Gorde ™7}
Where to find the very best prices. independent and to Hearing Aids and details of the latest digital hearing aids: | |
Why Fit and Go aids are such a success. Scoftish enquiries welcome. N
e S o . not sponsored, funded |1 5, ) GF COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS MARKED' IN BLOCK CAPITALS.
Expert impartial advice to beginners’ questions or managed by a '
Definitions of Hearing Aid Terms. hearing aid company Mr/Mrs/Miss
- ~ *Address
To get a FREE copy of The Consumers Guide to Hearing Aids and to
* Postcode 'D.OB



NOW IS THE TIME TO EXPLORE
GERMAN ELECTRIC HEATING

FROM ¢ ,’;5 “w{!

Amazingly efficient, fully controllable, slim and
attractive. Simple to install, powerful, and no
more maintenance.

Heating is a major purchase in our life. Not just the cost
of buying a system but the cost of the energy to run it
and, just as importantly, the costs to maintain it.

Maintenance get rid of your heating maintenance costs
altogether. A Sunflow guarantee of 12 years will do
it. No servicing costs every year and heating that has
a life expectancy of 40 to 50 years! A Sunflow heater is
well made and hand finished in Germany. So if you add
maintenance and depreciation prevalent in other systems
this could easily be a 30% saving in the first 12 years.
That’s just the start!

Energy Management often called modular heating,
Sunflow German built electric heaters allow total control
of heating costs. Every room can be time and temperature
controlled, far more accurately than any form of wet
system. We have a range of controls from simple manual
thermostats and timers, to room by room remote control.
Ask for advice. Whatever controls you choose you will be
able to decide where and when to use energy.

¢ UNIQUE FIREPLACE SURROUND available
in a variety of colours and sizes for a modern heater
with a traditional look. Featuring solid, polished stone
hearths and mantles

¢ NO INSTALLATION COSTS Unlike traditional
storage heaters, our low input heaters can be plugged
into a standard 13 amp socket

¢ NO MAINTENANCE No boiler, pump or valves to
service annually

¢ SLIMLINE DESIGN No thicker than an average
water filled radiator

¢ BESPOKE FIT Each heater is built to suit an
individual room’s heat requirement and can be sized
to fit

¢ REPLACEMENT SERVICE A real alternative to
gas or oil central heating

Get your FREE brochure by calling our
24hr Brochure Line on:

0800 158 8270

Questions?
Call Suzanne on 0800 158 8272

Reg. No.528940



LIBRARY AND MUSEUM

WHEN
CRAFT
BECOMES
ART

A new exhibition explores the artistic
inspiration that has been drawn from
Freemasonry over the centuries

rtists have been associated with
A Freemasonry since the 18th century. For

some, Freemasons and their lodges were a
useful source of patronage, while others responded
to the values of Freemasonry and its legendary
history, incorporating its symbolism and stories in
the art they produced. Drawing on the collections
of the Library and Museum and with examples
from across Europe, an exhibition at Freemasons’
Hall will explore those individual artistic responses.

William Hogarth and Alvin Langdon Coburn
looked at Freemasonry within their established
fields of satirical prints and photography,
respectively. Many artistic styles and media
across three centuries are featured, including
examples of contemporary artists.

Sir James Thornhill, Hogarth's father-in-law and
the leading decorative painter of the early 1700s,
was a keen Freemason. His artistic work includes
the frontispiece for the 1725 engraved list of
lodges. It was engraved by John Pine and
Thornhill's design shows an architect with a set
of building plans that he is showing fo a king,
clearly areference to masonic ceremonies.

Alphonse Mucha was a Czech artist whose
poster and advertisement designs frequently
featured young women in flowing robes, and were
typical of the Art Nouveau style of the late 1800s.
In the 1920s he designed the jewels for the then
newly formed Grand Lodge of Czechoslovakia.

The exhibition is open from 25 February 2013 to
20 September 2013 and admission is free

Library and Museum of Freemasonry
Freemasons’ Hall, 60 Great Queen Street,
London WC2B 5AZ. Tel: 020 7395 9257

Email: libmus@freemasonry.london.museum
www.freemasonry.london.museum

Shop: www.letchworthshop.co.uk

MUSEDM

Above: Thornhill's design and Pine's engraving of the 1725 list of lodges.
Below: Mucha's jewels designed for the Grand Lodge of Czechoslovakia

freemasonrytoday.com
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Play and Transfer Vinyl, Tape and CD
Direct to CD - No PC required!

In just one machine
you can play vinyl, CD,
tapes or AM/FM radio and
record direct to CD — all at
the touch of a button and
without a computer!

JUST

£239.95

SAVING £90 ON
RRP £329.95

CASSETTE TAPE

FREE

e
e

e 5 DAY DELIVERY
=

® Twin CD players/
recorder to make
copies of your
CD collection

® Built-in stereo

' speakers!
& CD PLAYER -
{?HEDEJ:EI‘

THE NEW ‘CD WIZARD’ 6-IN-1 MUSIC CD RECORDING SYSTEM

‘CD Wizard’ allows you to play, listen and transfer all your vinyl, CDs and tapes direct to a new CD, plus,
record to CD any other external music source too (e.g. radio, reel-to-reel, 8-track, MP3 player etc) all at a

touch of a button and without a computer! Play vinyl, CD &

Featuring full range stereo speakers it's not only an easy to use CD ‘burner’ (recorder) but also a great sounding tapes on CD Wizard
player and as the twin 2.5watt stereo speakers are ‘built-in’ this clever compact player/recorder won't take up
too much shelf space (measures just 44cm x 23cm x 37cm / 17" x 9" x 14 12").
To copy your collections simply place your record (33.3, 45 or 78rpm) onto the turntable, cassette into the tape Insert a blank CD into
player, CD into the CD player tray, or connect via the ‘Aux in’ socket any other external source, insert a blank CD built-in CD Recorder
into the CD burner tray, hit the record button and let the ‘CD Wizard' do the rest. You can even make CD com-

pilations from different audio sources (tape, CD etc) all on to a single CD! Plus, using the supplied USB lead ﬁ \

CD PLAYER

=

=

and FREE ‘Audacity’ editing software you can transfer your collections on to PC for safe permanent storage. Press the record button
Includes: remote control, built-in amplifier with RIAA sound-improving equalizer, quality ruby stylus suitable for all record types - 33.3, 45 or 78rpm, AM/FM stereo radio, and enjoy your new CD

twin full range speakers, blue backlit LED display, auto/manual track division, headphone jack, belt drive turntable with ceramic cartridge and piezoelectric pick-up, \_ )
Aux-in for connecting external players and USB out.

3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER £ please send me :

s [TEm PRICE | QTY| TOTAL (Tg}:“ggg“";i“fgyég;“zg;v T;'SUK :

O 8 4 5 5 5 5 4 4 4 4 e | i [coWaaRRP e05 (ECDN) |e20995 Romsey SO51 OWH, foryour [
Call \ \ * | CD Wizard with extra ruby stylus | pgq g9 e

(MU6T5)
: VISA
Please quote code QFT2346 when orderlng ‘ Additional ruby stylus (STY06) £12.95

visit WWW.MySmartBuy.com E ; [ 00000 |

%glgna)\ Express 48-hour delivery £4.95 Name
: 48 : :
Post coupon to: MySmartBuy.com Ltd, : | ptonal xpress 2¢hour Devery | g Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms :

(QFT2346), PO BOX 299, Romsey SO51 OWH. Fajial | oFr2y

MYUSMOoNtbuycom | gmess, =

Sma y.com Ltd for £ :

Address .

- 1 . (Please write your name and address on back of cheque) or :

Inspi red Ideas, Brilliant Value < charge my MasterCard/Visa/Maestro/Visa Electron. :

Free 5 working day delivery to UK mainland. Please call us for . ¢ My card number is Post Code .
special delivery services: next day 24hr (call before 12pm), 48hr, G . § - .
AM., Saturday and non-UK mainland. Customers have 30-days 1 00/) UARANTEE! ¢ Security Code (last 3 digits on back of card)______ Telephone :
from receipt of goods to approve purchase. If needed simply call . Start Date / Expiry Date / Email (For despatch update) H

us to arrange return of item (undamaged and in original packag-
ing) for a replacement/ refund. Calls to 0845 numbers are
charged at local rate for many customers. If you would rather, call
us on 01794 527 450. MySmartBuy.com Ltd, (Reg. No. 4926647).

No risk 30-day
approval period

cesee

Issue No. (Maestro cards)

Free delivery - allow up to 5 workmg days for delivery.If you do not wish to receive mallmgs from carefully selected 3rd pames please tickbox. [] <
R R R R R R YR e’
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Write to: The Editor, Freemasonry Today, Freemasons’
Hall, Great Queen Street, London WC2B 5AZ

Email: editor@ugle.org.uk

Letters emailed to the editor should not be sent as attachments. Please include
a home address and telephone number. An S.A.E. should accompany any
photographs to be returned. The opinions expressed are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the United Grand Lodge of England.

DEJA VU

Sir,

It was with a great deal of pleasure
and a slight feeling of déja vu that I read
in issue 19 of Freemasonry Today about
the Pursey brothers attaining the ‘three
principal’ Craft chairs in their lodge. This
feat was also achieved by my two brothers
and I in Monmouthshire in 2002 when

my twin brother became Master, I became

Senior Warden and our elder brother
became Junior Warden. The next year

I progressed to Master and my twin did
so the year after, which I hope the Pursey
brothers go on to do. My thoughts are
very much with Phillip, who as the middle
brother in this chain will be in the fairly
rare position I found myself in — being
installed by one brother and installing
another. My brothers and I congratulate
the Pursey brothers and wish Chris,
Phillip and Robert good luck as they enjoy
this family trilogy in Freemasonry.

Nigel Roberts,

Jasper Tudor Lodge, No. 4074

Newport, Monmouthshire

Sir,

At the risk of triggering an avalanche of
confessions from non-Freemasons seeking
absolution for never having joined the
Craft, I wish, by writing this letter, to
follow the path that lan W Roberts trod
in your autumn issue of Freemasonry
Today after a friend had shown him
an earlier edition. It will not be the first
time that I have followed Ian for I too
was educated (from the age of eight)
at the then Royal Masonic Institution
for Boys Junior School. At the age of
12, I progressed to the then more
enlighteningly renamed Royal Masonic
(Senior) School. I joined Lathom House
where Ian was already noted, not only
for his bright brain but also for his
leadership qualities and all round good
nature. I would have wished to say that
I modelled myself upon him but I was
too occupied with being the homesick

freemasonrytoday.com
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rebel, feeling permanently sorry for

myself, ever to get the best from the many

opportunities that the school offered.
Like Ian, I have not joined the

. Freemasons but I am very, very grateful
. for the ethos of the life and education at
" | Bushey. I left aged 16 in 1947, but had

acquired sufficient qualifications there to
enter St John’s College, York after National
Service and became a teacher. I hope that
Ian W Roberts has the chance to read this
letter. The example he and others like him
set, the attention of quite a few caring

¢ teachers and the generosity of thousands
. of Freemasons enabled me eventually to
settle down. I even became a head teacher,

encouraging many disturbed characters
like my own young self, as well as those
like Roberts who had sense enough when
young to realise what schools are for.
DPG Kelley, Port St Mary

i Isle of Man

PLANTING TREES

Sir,
In answer to the letter in the autumn
issue of Freemasonry Today regarding

Masonic Fellowships, as Charity Steward
¢ for Bolton District many years ago,

© Ttoo was unhappy that several widows
felt let down by some lodges. I asked the

¢ Farnworth Masonic Hall management if

i Icould use the hall once or twice a month
. as a meeting place for widows and retired
© Freemasons. This was readily agreed.

. AsIwas to call it a Masonic Fellowship

- T contacted the Provincial office for

. advice and permission. Lord Hewlett,

- then Provincial Grand Master, readily

agreed and told me to ‘plant my tree’

I am happy to report that over the last

37 years many branches have been added
to that tree. There is now an Association
of Masonic Fellowships covering most of

. England, who meet for a conference once
. ayear and have adopted the tree as their
. symbol. The co-ordinating Secretary

of this association for retired members
and widows is Mrs ] Forrester, and she
will be pleased to hear from anyone
interested at the following email address:
jean.62@btinternet.com.

i Ken Tyler, Farnworth Lodge, No. 5301

Sir,

As an erstwhile lodge treasurer, I
remember how, at the commencement
of the masonic year, we are reminded of
our charitable obligations and usually
meet them in the form of cash. Having

. read the delightful article in your 19th
. edition about life in an RMBI care home,
¢ and being a resident myself in one such

home, I am writing this in the hope it
may encourage the brethren to extend
their charity to more practical ways of
helping us. For example, buying a book
of raffle tickets for the annual friends

. féte is very generous, but it would be
. much appreciated if more brethren and
i their families could come along and

see how we are; talk with those who

have outlived their relatives; help us to
maintain the principles of Freemasonry

in our lives and actions. The RMBI was
established 170 years ago, and we must >
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‘OUR CHARITABLE

VIRTUES SHOULD NOT BE
OVERSTATED IN PUBLIC.
THE CRAFT IS FAR MORE

THAN A CHARITY’
Herbert Ewings

not let our standards slip to the minimum
required under current legislation.
Graham Whittle, St Audrey Lodge, No. 2727
Ely, Cambridgeshire

VALUING CARE

Sir,

I greatly appreciated your report in the
autumn issue on Epilepsy Society. The
support that has been given by the Grand
Charity is immeasurable. My son, a
research scientist, was diagnosed while
completing his PhD. However, he went on
to research stem cell analysis, cancer of
the brain, Alzheimer’s, and epilepsy in
the US and Germany. Unfortunately,
employment in the UK proved difficult,
which emphasises a point made in the
article. As parents, although aware of
occasional seizures we were never totally
aware of the traumatic consequences that
could happen at any time. It is this concept
that the general public are not aware of.

My son passed away in his sleep three
years ago from sudden unexpected death
from epilepsy (SUDEP). May I take this

EPILEPSY SOCIETY

* THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
EPILEPSY SOCIETY AND

* | THE FREEMASONS DATES
BACK TO 1892

i Sir,
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¢ opportunity of offering my sincere thanks
¢ and gratitude to the generosity of Grand

. Lodge, individual lodges and members

- who have supported the charity, which

is totally independent of the NHS system
and reliant on individual contributions.
Sydney Pycroft,

Breaksea Lodge, No. 5358

Barry, South Wales

In reading the Grand Secretary’s
column and hearing about the new Core
Leaflet it occurred to me that Freemasonry
is not just a charitable institution — a view
held by the mundane world and many
brethren alike. We all know that charity

is the distinguishing characteristic of

a Freemason’s heart and most apply this
. virtue without vaunting it. It is natural

that the Craft should defend itself against
the many unfair accusations made against
it, but in doing so in public our charitable
virtues should not be overstated. The
Craft is far more than a charity.

Herbert Ewings, Septem Lodge, No. 5887

. Surbiton, Surrey

PRESERVING HISTORY

Sir,
As we prepare to celebrate the 300th
Anniversary in 2017 of the founding

¢ of The Premier Grand Lodge (“The
¢ Moderns’) and remember the bicentenary
¢ of the Royal Arch next year, we are

reminded how important our histories
are. Here in South Wales we have just
published a book covering over 180 lodges
which have existed in our Province since
1724, with photographs of the temples,
banners, Past Master jewels and

. biographies of past Provincial Grand
i Masters, their deputies and anecdotes

from each Lodge, including distinguished
former members. It is virtually a history
of South Wales for over two hundred and
eighty years and not just masonically,
running to 736 pages.

I wonder how many other Provinces

have undertaken a similar exercise?
. Tknow Cornwall have their book which
. inspired us to follow suit. I should warn

that it involves considerable research by

lodge secretaries and archivists, as well as

those taking on the editing, photographing

and distribution, but is well worth the effort.
If any reader is interested in buying

: acopy — the majority have been snapped
¢ up but a few hundred remain and it will
i never be reprinted — it costs £20 plus

£12 for postage and packaging (it is very
heavy). It may be obtained from Graham
Wilcox (swphb-treasurer@virginmedia.
com) or Central Regalia, 23 Great Queen
Street (opposite FMH). The profits from
the sale will go to local charities.

Captain Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards,
¢ Cape St Vincent Lodge, No. 8524

Cardiff, South Wales

NOT A BOYS' CLUB

Sir,
When I joined Freemasonry little short

of half a century ago I was a serving police

officer and one of the attractions of the
Craft was the respite it provided from the
vicissitudes of life that I faced while doing
my duty. It was clear that high standards
of behaviour were required and practised
in our meetings and social engagements.
Freemasonry has to be a progressive

. science but does it have to embrace the
i declining moral standards prevalent

today? Since I returned to live in England
I have occasionally been surprised and
dismayed at some of the things I have
heard in masonic gatherings. At our
festive boards it was always the case that
even slightly smutty jokes were most

definitely out but there appears to be
i acreeping practice to allow such things.

Even worse, as they warn us on TV
nightly, is ‘strong language’ While I
might reluctantly have to overlook such
behaviour elsewhere I do not believe
that I am alone in objecting to its use
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‘OURS IS AN
ORGANISATION
THAT STANDS FOR
THE VERY BEST IN
HUMAN BEHAVIOUR’
Tom Carr

anywhere in the masonic environment
and especially in the presence of ladies.
Ours is not a boys’ club, rugby team or
stag night where these things can come
with the territory — ours is an organisation
which stands for the very best in human
behaviour and brethren should not have
to be reminded of this.
Tom Carr, Alnwick Lodge, No. 1167
Alnwick, Northumberland

RUNNING OUT OF TIME

Sir,

I refer to your article ‘Keeping Up
Appearances’ in the autumn issue. It gave
real insight into the interior of Grand
Lodge and the way it is being preserved
and returned to its original condition. As
I read the article I thought how different it
is to the building I have attended for the
past 45 years. Our temple is almost 200
years old and in a very bad state of repair,
with water, roof and ceiling damage
and quotations out of our range. The
two lodges that meet there have only
raised about half the cost for one small
roof repair. The cold, unsatisfactory
environment means some brethren will
not attend and there is a subsequent loss
of dues and charities. I fear that without
help in five years’ time both lodges will
cease to exist and the Craft will be left
with a derelict building. I am sure we
are not alone, yet letting lodges fail is
killing the goose that lays the golden egg
and we need help before it is too late.
Peter Brake, Castlemartin Lodge, No. 1748

Sir,

Many of us have had to find ways of
tightening our belts to meet rising prices
and cuts to income. Lodge fees and dining
must inevitably increase but many brethren
and lodges are affected financially. So, let’s
have a look at our Grand Lodge Officers’
duties, e.g. visiting Grand Officers and
lecturers and special occasions, which

i Sir,

FREEMASONS' HALL

KEEPING UP
APPEARANCES

From building staircases and painting intricate floral plasterwork through to
restoring corridors to their former glory, Stan, Damien and Stuart are part of

adevoted team of craftsmen at Freemasons’ Hall who ensure that the building

is preserved in all of its Art Deco grandeur. Luke Turton reports

© many see as the life blood of our order. I

. know that these duties can cost £5,000 per
- year or more and although they may look
able to afford this there are many who

. could use the help of at least a travelling

¢ fund that would keep them and us happy.
Jim Sholl, Five Heads Lodge, No. 8507

In mid-April, Paul Schulte, a member

of a Dutch Lodge, contacted our Lodge
© Secretary. He had found a Humber Royal
¢ Arch Chapter, No. 57, Honours Board in
- a pub in Holland and that pub was about
- to be demolished. He asked whether we
. wanted the board? The major problem

" i was how to get it from Paul’s home about

120 miles from Rotterdam back to the

¢ Humber Chapter at Hull. The Humber

. Chapter determined that the board was

© probably genuine as the date of the final

. entry on the board coincided with the

¢ 1958 sale of the Humber Lodge building

. in Wellington Lane.

How the board subsequently ended up

" ina pub in Holland is a mystery; although

‘IT'S A LOVELY BUILDING
AND I'VE ALWAYS TRIED TO
DO THE JOB THAT | BELIEVE

IT DESERVES’

it appears to have passed through the
hands of an antique dealer based halfway
between Rotterdam and Utrecht.
Fortunately, Des Hinshelwood, one of

the Humber Chapter members, is a fairly
regular visitor to Holland, and his Dutch
hosts were coming to Hull in the autumn.
It was quickly determined that the board
was too big to go into their car but other
transport options were forestalled when
Des was invited to be a guest at Paul’s
Exaltation in October. Des received a very
warm welcome in Zwolle and thoroughly
enjoyed the ceremony. The excellent
hospitality at the festive board culminated
with an exchange of gifts and a photograph
of a formal handover of the board.

Help was forthcoming in fitting it onto
the roof rack of Des’s Freelander for the
journey to Hull. The board — now resting
at Dagger Lane — is due for handover
to the Humber Chapter, No. 57, at its
regular convocation on 1 November.

Des Hinshelwood, Humber Lodge, No. 57
Yorkshire, Kingston upon Hull,
North and East Riding

freemasonrytoday.com
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Simplicity. The simple and easy
way to step in and out the bath.

lt's the normal size bath that you can step info and lie down
for a full length soak or stand up and shower inl

£500

for your old “l
bath when
you buy a new ji ;
Simplicity
Bath

® QUICK AND
EASY INSTALL

® GUARANTEED
WATERTIGHT SEAL

st reeemioe 0800 316 9798

www.nationwide-mobility.co.uk

[ Please contact me to arrange a FREE Home Demonstration 8615
[ Please send me a FREE brochure on The Simplicity . .
N ationw]
- NationWide
Te
/ °Y°
Address MOblllty

Postcode Send to: Freepost Nationwide Mobility.




FABBS

ESTABLISHED 1887

g y "':" P e - i .--.i':"-l:':.'.'.-"l'-.
MASONIC REGALIA SUPPLIERS
FOR OVER 100 YEARS

QUALITY REGALIA MADE TO THE HIGHEST
STANDARDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

Call and speak with one of our experts
The Barns, Longham Farm Close, Ringwood Road (A348),
Ferndown, Dorset. BH22 9DE
Tel:- 01202 571600 © Fax:- 02102 571779

Website: www.fabb.co.uk
Email: fabb@fabb.co.uk

Masonic Festival
Weekends

We offer

 Quality venues across
the country

» The best prices

» Unbiased advice

So why look any where else?

Telephone us on 0800 458 94 68
or view our website now at

www.masonhnicfestivalweekends.co.uk

CPC Events

A division of The Christmas Party Company
— the leading events company in London

Gift

Giftwarehouse are specialist Gift
suppliers for all your Masonic
events, our speciality is Masonic
ladies Evenings.

We have gifts fo mafch most
budgets, with over twenty years of
Masonic knowledge, we can assist
you fo find the ideal gift for your
event.

We normally despaich your goods
from our extensive stock levels,
but bespoke enquiries are also
welcome.

Please quote reference number
GWFT1212 fo claim your 10%
discount on all orders over £250.00
+ VAT, we also offer FREE carriage
for all orders over £100 + VAT (UK
Mainland only).

t: 0115 946 1173 mob: 07764 352726

Units 83 - 84 Trent Business Centre | Canal Street Long Eaton
Nottingham NG10 4HN | United Kingdom

info@giftwarehouse.eu | www.giftwarehouse.eu




FREE Enamel Poppy Lapel Pin worth £5.5

“l am delighted to commend to you the Commemorative National
Service Medal, struck in association with the Royal British Legion
and available to those who performed National Service, both civilian

and military between January 1939 and December 1960.”
Gerald Rose, Chairman, The National Service Foundation

DidYOUdo °
National Service?

This important commemotative medal is sponsored on behalf of

The Royal British Legion. Over 12

been allocated, 26,000 miniature medals issued and in excess of

8,000 full-size medals have

£525,000 has been donated to the Poppy Appeal Fund to date.

AREYOU ELIGIB

LE TO ORDER?

Available to those who performed National Service, both military and civilian,

between January 1939 and December 1960, their next of kin or direct descendants

to be worn with pride, not alongside campaign or gallantry decorations, or in

uniform by serving members but

The front of the distinctive 36mm medal features a Britannia-like figure,
representing the mother country, and the lion, representing all who performed
National Service, while the reverse features a lush laurel wreath encasing the
words “For Crown and Country”. The ribbon has a central gold stripe bound on
either side by broad bands of blue representing the involvement of The Royal
British Leglon These blue bands are in turn bound by narrow white and red
stripes, creating a very rich and patriotic medal ribbon.

LAPEL BADGE This rymm (1/2”) diameter hand
polished badge proudly depicts the national colours

L TT— B B Ty —————

Each medal can be edge engraved with
your service details, is ribboned and
fitted with an individual brooch ready
to wear. Up to 3 nickel clasps can be
fitted to the medal ribbon, specially
designed to match the polished finish
of the National Service Medal. These
clasps are diamond engraved with your
individual service details (eg: Service or
Regiment; Years of Service; Operation or
Campaign). Each clasp can be engraved
with a maximum of 20 characters
(including spaces), is designed with
secure prongs so that it can be easily
fitted to the full-size medal ribbon and
comes with simple fitting instructions.
Optional extras include a
miniature National
Service Medal,
full-size Ribbon
Bar and a very
handsome Medal
Presentation Case.

orberToDAY Call01952 510053
AwardMedals.

AWARD PRODUCTIONS LTD, PO BOX 300, SHREWSBURY, SY5 6WP
FAX 01952 510765 « EMAIL info@awardmedals.com

separately and distinctively.

MEDAL
TIE-100%
POLYESTER

onorders
over £50

10% from each
medal sold will
! be donated to

— ENGRAVING -

Edge engraved with
your service details

SEE COUPON FOR INFO!

PLEASE POSTTO Award Productlons Ltd, ‘l'Iir il

PO Box 300, Shrewsbury, SY5 GWP d

AWARD

PROUD TO SERVE

RIBBON

BROOCH BAR

MEDAL

REVERSE

1
1 E
¥ -
' R (QUOTECODE ToRAY) [ 37
, Name |
I Address I',.
1 W
I \
| Postcode
with the 1 Tol
golden crgwn I SERVICE DETAILS (Req’d for each medal ordered)
rep resenpngz ' surname Initials
your service ‘For 1 i
Crown and Country’. | Service No. Rank
I Branch of Service
1
| Length of Service: From To
1 Signature of Applicant
| Ifthe medalis being applied for by next of kin, please state:
I Name Relationship
: DESCRIPTION QTY | TOTAL
En amel Poppy I National Service Medal (full-size) @ £39.50 each
| |Edge Engraving Service Details on full-size medal @ £12.50
I-apel Pln 1 | Nickel Finish Medal Clasps @ £8.50 each (max. 3 clasps)
I [1stcClasp details
worth £ O ' [2nd clasp detais
: 3rd Clasp details
with every Order Over ESO | [Plushlined case @£5.50 each (holds full size medal)
. 1 | Plush lined case @ £8.50 each (holds full size, mini medal & ribbon bar)
Celebratmg Remembmnce Day 1 | Miniature National Service Medal @ £13.50
all year round with our Enamel I [ Full size ribbon bar on brooch @ £4.50
Poppy ]_apel Pin. This elegant I | complete Set (full size & mini medal, ribbon bar, case & engraving) @ £78.45
Lapel ﬁtted with : National Service Tie @ £14.95
’
. National Service Lapel Badge @ £5.50
spike and clutch bel sadge @

. b Enamel Poppy Lapel Pin worth £5.50 FREE (orders over £50) FREE
ﬁttmg ‘_:an e Please add Postage & Insurance: Inland / UK £4; Overseas £6. £
worn with Please send me the Award Productions Catalogue (tickbox)o | FREE
pride anywhere Please make cheques or POs payable to Award Productions Ltd. ~ TOTAL£
at any time. Or debit my Card No. (Visa, Mastercard, Maestro, Solo, Switch) ISSUeNo.

Start Date Exp Date Security Code | Signature

office hours are Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

Usecodeat
Checkout

TPHAY

com

i
1
1
|
|
|
|
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Cardholder's name and address and signature (if different from the one above) must be included.

Ifyou do not wish to receive future offers from companies approved by Award Productions Ltd please tick box. []

AWARD

Post, fax or apply via our website to:
Award Productions Ltd, PO Box 300, Shrewsbury, SY5 GWP.
Telephone 01952 510053. Fax 01952 510765.

Email: info@awardmedals.com. Website: www.awardmedals.com

PROUD TO SERVE



DIRECTORY

S | CHARLIE CHAPLIN'S UNCLE
Porisgal By lan Okell e
e CHAPLIN'S
UNCLE

\RLIE

The unguarded thoughts of an
unconventional Freemason.
The best promotion we’ve had
for years!

Stone cottage on edge of pretty rural
vilage close to medieval town of Caylus.
Set in own garden with large pool, 2 en-
suite bedrooms, sitting room, dining room,

fully fitted kitchen and full central heating.

With many desperate deeds
of dastardly derring-do.

“A Victorian railway caper in a
snowstorm — gripping, ruthless
and very funny.

For brochure telephone or fax An absolutely brilliant book!”
Brian Franklin 0033 563240858

Email:bvfranklin@wanadoo.fr AMAZON: BOOK or KINDLE

PORTRAIT PAINTING

|':I|' g Tf_r.':ur .. if you are organising your next Ladies Festival
-, ll-ll‘lw i
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Lodge Manager [« R

........ huge savings

PRINTER CARTRIDGES
SAVE ON POSTAGE! TONER CARTRIDGES

PHOTO PAPER
The online tool for « Next day delivery

secretaries to keep meeting « Epson from £1.99, HP from £11.99

don't forget to book the best photographers ..

New Cherry

Cricket Ball Wallets

£24.99 pIUS p&p Fine i g o iRyl Wl fuilousty
wad deminggy, formal ikl Infeemal
Tel D 243 76702

poritaitibytaylor.con

To buy or for more
information please visit
www.newcherrywallets.com

RS E AR RS EEEEEE RS EEE .

davide 2020eventphotography .couk
call 07962460852 | 0207 193 0852

PETER YORK

PROFESSIONAL TOASTMASTER
MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Founder President Executive Guild

of Toastmasters & Towncriers.

Experience, Reliability,
Style. Ladies Festivals;

Ladies Song, Weddings;

and member information . AH, rr}akes supplied . -~ " Banquets; Private Parties;
« Originals and compatibles/comparables 5 Bed/4 Bath Luxury Villa,
 Order on phone or by internet 1 h faci ’ 1 Corporate Fu S.
Features: « Friendly and fast service (free advice) FWO ounges, south facing p.OO . Complete events.
-Meeting reminders by email ° Esablidic! 1021 Dlsneg &tT}ieg}e P;iéks llfi,mlnutes Sensitive to your requirements.
eRecord din‘ing’ offices held TO ORDER........................ i OI; ac IV; N craldine London, Southern Counties, West & Southwest.
«Store documents online www.advantage-online.co.uk cliveandgerry@btinternet.com Brochure Tel & Fax 01264 335405
or phone 0845 1235645 or phone 0118 972 3243 Mobile 07831 773575
) We send everything by first class post or overnight courier. Brochure available. Email: p.york@virgin.net
Visit www.lodgemanager.co.uk e g b by 220 (o eeove & frome iy, www.magicdaysvillaorlando.com Web: www.peteryork-mc.co.uk

! J;‘»::'&{cadel/mj/uo
N

New & Used Regalia - -
- E PN 9 Civil Celebrant Training

h ?q@ ‘*- Based in Merseyside, Southport,

j ¥ & we sell & repair regalia. .

; = Opportunity for Self
- ‘Ll’ "] PP ty

Donations of regalia

& i F=
2 < f-u' (in any condition) Employment
2T ' = m wanted to be recycled for charity.

All proceeds to Masonic Charities COUNTY CELEBRANTS
Uniiwersall . Masonry W £85.50 Fﬁ

Serang Bho four guarites of tha gicboe so far.

'=7: 20 St Paul's St, Southport I (VL

Merseyside, PR8 1LZ Weddings and Funerals

www.universalmasonry.co.uk =:01704 537296
P.O. BOX 4214 Billericay CM12 9WY 04: awsainter@tiscali.co.uk Contact: T: 0333 1230171
Tel 01277 654958 Alan Sainter www.countycelebrantsacademy.biz

To advertise on this page please call 020 7389 0823



REFLECTION

MASONIC
EFFECTS

Why does masonic regalia end up on
eBay? Director of Special Projects John
Hamill puts it down to a lack of family
communication and lodge support

1d habits die hard. For many years, for
professional reasons, I used to visit
antique shops, markets and boot sales
to see if there were any masonic items
on offer. These days I periodically surf the masonic
section of eBay. What was, and still is, available was
usually fairly modern standard regalia and jewels
mainly for the Craft but occasionally the Royal Arch
or other orders. I always found it sad that what was
once a brother’s treasured possession should end up
on a market stall or car boot sale. Thinking about it
I came to the conclusion that two main factors were
at play. First was the excessive privacy of our members
who never discussed their Freemasonry with their
wives or families. When they died, unless they had
made provision in their wills for the disposal of
their regalia, the family were left wondering who
it actually belonged to, whether or not it had been
on loan and what they should or could do with it.
The lack of communication between family
members became very apparent in the 1980s and
1990s when, as part of the openness policy, I took
part in many phone-in programmes on national and
local radio. On virtually every occasion someone
would come on line and say that they had been
sorting out the effects of a relative and had
discovered a small case containing regalia and
medals — what should they do with it?
The second factor was a group who should have
been available to advise widows and families: the

office of almoner was seen in many lodges as a token
act or sinecure to keep a Past Master in the team and
on the list of officers. Before the introduction of the
office of Charity Steward, many almoners believed
that their role was to persuade the members to
support the masonic charities, the lodge benevolent

fund and the Master’s list. There were undoubtedly
good almoners who did excellent work in looking
after the welfare of their members and the widows
and dependants of former members, but the majority
tended to be reactive rather than proactive.

REVERSING THE TREND

When the Craft came under intense scrutiny in the
1980s and 1990s for the first time in generations, we
were forced to look at ourselves and our relevance in

. society. To the dismay of many it became apparent

. that we were not quite as good as we thought we

. were in caring for dependants. The central and local
- masonic charities were doing great work when

. deserving cases were brought to their attention, but

too many were slipping through the net. Almoners
were seen as crucial to reversing that situation.
The message soon went out that the office of
almoner was not a sinecure but a working office
within the lodge. In London and a number of
Provinces, seminars and training sessions were
introduced, the central masonic charities became
involved and began to organise meetings in the
Provinces to make almoners aware of what support
was available and how they could tap into it. That
process culminated in the introduction of the office

¢ of Grand Almoner at Metropolitan, Provincial and
. District level. They act as liaison with the charities
. and organise the work of lodge almoners within
their areas. As so often in Freemasonry, lack of
lodge almoners. It has to be said that for too long the

communication was part of the problem. Now there

. are good lines of communication and support and
. fewer should slip through the net.

Change takes time to percolate through, but I look

forward to the day when I can go on eBay and not
. be saddened by entry after entry showing what are
¢ clearly the masonic effects of a former member. &




Perfect Venues across the UK for your Ladies Festival

For over 21 years,
we've offered exciting
venues across the UK:
- j | s Bath, Cambridge, Oxford,
maith LS L ! Edinburgh, Manchester, York
Rl R and many other destinations.

We can provide everything you need for the perfect event...

e We will save you time and money in searching for the e We will book the disco or band that play your kind of music

erfect venue . . .
P e We will provide a toastmaster for your Saturday Gala dinner

o We will take you to the venue to see the facilities it has to offer . . .
Y e We will be on site all weekend to ensure the smooth running

e We will book the venue and liaise directly with them on your behalf of your Ladies weekend*

e We will offer you an overnight stay in a double room once you e We will upgrade the Master and Festival Secretary

i«
have booked e We will give you the freedom to pay by cheque, BACS or

e We will supply the advertising material for you to supply to credit card

our members . . . .
Y e We will guarantee that all monies paid to us in advance are

e We will print the menus, place cards and table plans secured by being placed in a Trust Account until your function
incorporating your Lodge Crest has been completed

CIVA T AT (3 Call Now on 01923 818585

Unique Event Management Or visit www.bow-tie-events.co.uk

*Subject to minimum numbers Credit Cards Accepted: VISA @" @



WAVE" MUSIC SYSTEM Il

A ROOM FILLED WITH SOUND. NOT WITH CABLES.

Building on over 30 years of innovation and research, the
Bose” Wave®” music system Ill delivers award-winning, room-
filling quality sound, yet this compact, all-in-one system takes
up less space than a single conventional speaker.

New features.

The Wave™ music system Il now has a built-in DAB tuner
with improved FM/AM reception, while a digital
display shows artist and station information as
you listen. Touch-top controls turn the system
on, off and snooze the alarm; a slim, credit
card-style remote offers one touch control of
the system’s full functionality. Add the new
dual alarms for two different wake-up times
and the Bose Wave" music system Il offers
you more convenience than ever before.

Music. As it was meant to be heard.

The Wave® music system Ill reproduces music with
the most accuracy we've ever produced in a system this

small. You'll hear details you've never noticed in songs you
know by heart, feel a fullness and power of bass notes —and

Special offer:
Receive a FREE Nikon
Digital Camera when you
purchase any Wave® music
system lll before
10th January 2013.

The perfect gift
for Christmas

Shown in Titanium Silver. Also available in Graphite Grey and Platinum White.

DABdigital

experience clarity at even the highest
frequencies. Exclusive Bose” waveguide
technology allows this uniquely
compact system to outperform larger,
more elaborate hi-fi —at a fraction

of their price. Dual

Music from your iPod, iPhone,
computer or tablet.

Available accessories bring music from your
iPhone or iPod, or wirelessly from your tablet,
computer or other Bluetooth® device. And
being compact, the Wave” music system Il
fits neatly just about anywhere — so you can
enjoy all kinds of music in all kinds of places.

Try itrisk free this Christmas.

Experience the excitement of room-filling sound
you have to hear to believe. Exclusively available

direct from Bose and with a risk-free home trial starting
on Christmas Day, our best-selling Wave” music system keeps
the thrill of Christmas going all year round.

@ Call FREE on 0800 081 3522 @) Or visit www.bose.co.uk/wms

Monday to Friday 9am - 8pm, Saturday & Sunday 10am - 5pm Reference: 40068
FOR A FREE INFORMATION PACK < TEXT ‘BOSE40068’' TO 84118

Place your order now

Not delighted?
FREE return shipping

30 RISK-FREE home trial

Easy payment options - 0%
DAYs starting on Christmas day

interest charges from Bose”

®

y and is subject to status. Aninit
ositis fullyrefundable. Tt

FREE shipping
to your home

ard. Ifthe pr
ue any interestar
ot be combined

ction.Inthee

to previous purct

®

ayments require

f payment check can be up to 10 da
e. ‘Risk-free’ and 'no obligatior

s Park, Gillingham, Kent ME8 ONJ. Compan

and security

o home trial only. €

Better sound through research®

gistered in England No. 11€
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